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Dater; and hin our Conſo- 
derſy ended, by my Learned Ad. 
wverſary's not anſwering my laſt, I 


thought it pi oper t0 cauſe them to 
be tranſcribed into à Book f, 


L their better 1 reſer vation, inten a 
ing them only for the 
Date Family. 5 The Publich Eni 


* 
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' To the Reader 


| 333 I then was and ſence 
| bave been in, hindred my Peruſal 
E them again for many Tears. 
Bu having 4 Vacation given me 
by Means of a certain Gentle- 
man ( for what Reaſons I know 
not) I had Leiſure to reviſe 
them ; and having ſhew'd them 
to ſonte Learned Gentlemen of 
my . Was prevail, d 
with them to let em come © 
Abroad. I was the eaſier per- 
| ſwaded ſo to do, becauſe Dr. 
Woop ie known to be a Per- 
ſoa of very great Learning, and 
excellent Natural Parts ; and I 
think bath ſaid as much for the 


 Romiſh Church, and managed 
| ed 


" 8 wg, g—_— OED | . 


cat. 


4 Mr. Walpole, 


T6 the Reader” 


the Controverſy with as much 
Skill as the whole College of Car- 
dinals is able to do; ſo that had 
I been conquered by him it had 
been no Diſhonour. "Tis my 
Misfortune I never had the Ho. 
nour to ſee him, tho be marry 4 


my Half: Ser. 


Hao he came to attack me in 
my Religion, was thus: He 
having met in France with 4 
Treatife of Natural Philoſo phy, 
which I publiſh'd in the Tear 
1693. (where I ſet in a true 
Light the Pythagorean Doctrine, 
(for many Tears miſrepreſented 0 
treated of the Generation of 
Metals and Plants, &c. of the 
A "an 


. galerie ies . 8 pro) of 
the Manner of the. Creation 0 of 
ther Morld, and of divers other 
Philoſophical Subjekte) which 

was afterwards tranſlated amongſt 


the Oeuvres des Scavans; «me of 


Was 0 Pleac d with it, that he 
became very deſirons of making 
me a Convert to the Romiſh 
Church. He had good Reaſon 
to believe, that 4 9 bred 


to the narrow. Science of our 
Engliſh Laws (narrow only in 
reſpect of Univerſal Knowledge ) 
and who afterwards ſpent the beſt 
of his Days in a Station of 4 
very mean Extent and great Fa- 
Ligue, might with 4 little Art be 
OVercome 3 and knowing by what 


I bad 


To the Reader 


I had formerly writ, that I was 
attached to no Party, that I was 
, an Embracer of Tab wherever 

: 7 found: it, thought I ſhould be- 
come the ea zer Proſelyte. = 


How far I have defended the 
Reformation, and flood my 
Ground, I muft leave to the 
Judgment of the Judicious and 
Impartial Reader: I have not 
contended for Victory but Truth; 
and hope that the Publiſhing 
of theſe Letters at this time, 
may in ſome meaſure anſwer 
my Deſires, v1z. in Eftabliſhing 
wavering Proteſtants in our 
Holy Religion, and Helping to 
bring over to our Communion 
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LETTERS 


BETWEEN 
Dr. Woop a Roman Catho- 


lick, and WarteELoOckE 


BulsrRO DE, Eſq; a Mem- 
"ber 8 the Church of England, 


Feb. 27, 17S. 

Sr AVING the Honour, Sir, 
Fot being nearly related to 
you by Marriage, I take the 

05 of demanding a 
Favour of you, which is, that you 
wou'd inform your ſelf of ſome Pri- 
. belonging to the Kings of Eng- 
land's 
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2 LETTERS, &c. 
land's Phyſician in theſe Particulars ; 
when the King is Incognito, and admits 


his Grooms of his Bed-Chamber and 
Gentlemen-Uſhers to his own Table, 
whether the n.. have not che 


ſame Privilege ? 


- .2dly, When the King t travels, what 
Table the Phyſicians eat at? 1 wou d 


be very glad to be jnform'd in theſe 


Points, becauſe that here are ſome 


about m my Maſter, who having been 
bred in France n Phyſicians are 
not n d as in England ) would de- 

grade us. 5 


Sir Richard, of lads) is much im- 


pair d in his Health. When | return'd 
from the Camp with my Maſter, 1 
found him labouring with a great Heat 
of Urine, a Difficulty of keeping it, 


and with a Quantity of Blood mixt 


wich it; but ſince that he has taken 
Remedies for it, the Blood is ſtopt, 


but the Difficuley of keeping his Urine, 
which has ſome Pd in it, ſtill 


eines, and ſo will as long as he 


lives; 


LETTERS, 1 "|, 


lives; for I neyer knew any old Per- 
ſon that had it that was ever cured of 
it; ſo that I expect it will wear him 
away, increaſing upon him every 
Month more and more; he may laſt 
ſome time with it, — not Years: 
My Lady enjoys hoy Health as uſual- 
ly... Brother Joſeph and James are at 
the End of their Courſe of Pages, 
but what Courſe of Life they will 
take next, will not be eaſie for = 
to reſolve on; and when reſolv d on, 
will be leſs eaſie to purſue. Res au- 
guſta domi will lie heavy on them, let 
them ſteer their Courſe which way 
they pleaſe : For my part I ſee no- 
Wu lefr for them but the Sword, 
which is but a ſad Choice for thoſe 
who have nothing to help out the Pay, 
eſpecially when dubalterns. Both Sir 
Richard and my Lady have tryd. all 
Means they Fats to move the King and 
Queen to make the firſt a Gentleman- 
Uther, as being very proper for Court, 
and very improper 5 the Army, by rea- 
ſon 
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ſtitution; but they have been refuſed, 
which was very hard, ſo that now 


they think of going to the Army this 


Spring, for which there are great Pre- 


parations. It will be my Fate to 
make a ſecond Campaign, in which I 


find very little Pleaſure, but Neceſſity 
has no Law, and I muſt be in Noiſe and 


Confuſion, the thing I hate. As for 
my Wife ſhe gives her moſt humble 
Service to you, and has better Health 


than ſhe had formerly: We have a 
Daughter and Son; for the reft of 
the Family they are all well 
Having given you an Account of 
the Family, I hope, Brother, that you 
will not take it ill of me, if I fill up 
the remaining Part of my Letter with 

another Subject of a quite different 
Nature, ſince that [ mean it well. 1 

admire how a Perſon of your Learn- 
ing and Perſpicuity does not perceive the 
Weakneſs of the Principles of the Re- 

formation; for you, and all the World 


muſt 


LETTERS, &c. 5 
muſt grant me, that you and I, and 
every particular Perſon have as much 


night to Innovate or Reform, as either 


Luther, Calvin, Hen. VIII. Q. Flix; or the 
Parliament of England; for if any of 


theſe may change what they think fit 


in Religion, becauſe that their Reaſon 


tells them that this Point and that 


Point is wrong, and not according to 
Scripture, interpreted by right Rea- 
ſon; then you or may change in Re- 


ligion what we think wrong, becauſe we 


have Reaſon as well as any of them. 
And I don't know by what Prerogative 


they pretend to uſurp a Dominion over 
| ourReaſon. Now if this be true, that 


every one has this Power, then every 


one may cut and carve Religion as he 


pleaſes, and there can be neither Autho. 
rity nor Government in the Church ir 


ſelf; for x hat annihilates the Autho- 


rity and Government in the Church 
annihilates the Church: For how can 


the Church (which is acknowledged 


by all to be an Hierarchy) ſubſiſt 


with- 


from his own Words. 


5 EETTERS ""Y 


Without Govermment? Aud how Lan 


Government without Authotiry 2 And 


yet this Abſurdiry muſt be allow'd of, 
if every ohe be Mow to change what 


he thinks fit ! in Religion, which miſt 


be granted to every one, if Fa 


che firſt 
had no more 


Luther, Calvin, and the teſt 6 
Reformers: For they 


Authority for what they did than 5 


private Perſon whatever; of whic 
Luther is very conſcious, as is evident 
How often, 
= ahr fe, did my trembling Hit 


„ hear within me, and reprehending 


5 object againſt me, this molt 
1 valid Argument? Art Thi only wiſe e 
a 112 fo many Worlds err? Were Jo nian) 

always ignorant? What if 


er draweſt ſo many into Errors, to be 


* damm d with thee eternally * Do li; Thou, 
** O fole and inſignificant Man, undertale 
N great Matters * What if thou, being 
«but one, offendeſt * If God permits fuch, 
* fo many, nay all to err, Why may not 50 
per mit thee to err? To this belong theſe 

Aron 


thou erreft, : 


LETTERS, &c. 
8 4. guments, the Church the Church 
“ the Fathers, the Fathers; ; the Counſels ; 


18 Prone? 4 ; the | Multitndts, and 
| &. Greatneſs of wiſe Men; Whom don't 


ce theſe Mountains of Arguments, theſe 
« Clouds, nay theſe Oceans of Examples 
* confound ? Twiſh T had never begun this 
*© Work: 1 wiſh that my Writings were burnt, 


6 or at leaſt bury d in eternal Oblivion. 


Theſe Words ſhew clearly that he 
had no Warrant for what he did, and 


chat he had no Commiſſion from God 


to reform the Church then in Being, 
and of which he then was but a pri- 


vate Member, and no Governour, 


and conſequently had no Authority, 
unleſs by ſome immediate Commiſ- 


ſion from God, which he ſhould 


have demonſtrated by ſome Miracle, 


otherwiſe any one ale may pretend 
an immediate Commiſſion from God, 


and fo mould the Church into what 


Shape and Figure they pleaſe. From 
hence it is evident upon what a ſandy 
Foundation the Edifice of your New 


Church | 


LETTERS, & 


i Church is built: : From Andy: it is like- 


viſe evident, that the firſt Reformers 
of the Church were in the Wrong, or 


elſe every one may reform the Church 


according to the Dictates of his pri- 
vate Reaſon, and ſo. eſtabliſh hae 
Religion they think is according to 
Scripture, which muſt deſtroy the very 
Notion of a Church, which ſuppoſes 
a Society of Men by an Unity of Faith: 
But this Principle of the Reformation 
admits as many Churches as there are 
Faichs, and of as many Faiths as there 
are Men. I ſhall urge this Point no fur- 
cher at preſent, but leave it to your 
Conſideration, and expect another Oc- 
caſion to dilate on it, which I hope 
you will ſoon afford co, Sir, 


Jour mg Obedient Humble Servant, 
Aud 3 Brother, 


OOP. 


IE you chance to . Bl Mr. Dodd, _ 
I believe you may, pray give mY: 
moſt humble Service. 


— EFT B RS, &c. CY 


Im hiteloc he Bulſtrode, Eq; 


89 
Doctor OO D. 


88 R, 12 March, 1703. 
75 18 Have the Favour of Vours 
of the 27th paſt, and ſhall 
J anſwer it in the Order in 
w Which it is writ. I have 
diſcoursd with an old Courtier of 
ours, touching the Privileges of Phy- 
ſicians, and of other Freedoms which 
our Kings have indulged to their 
Servants when they Dine incognito. He 
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tells me, that when our Princes go 


a Hunting, and travel or dine mcognito, 
and their Phyſicians and other Servants 
B at- 


5 


10 ETTERð, &c. 
attend them, that the Grooms of the 


nber dine with them, and pri- 


vate Gentlemen, but not the Gentlmen · 


Ulſhers, nor the Phyſicians : That the 


latter have a Table provided for them, | 


of two or three Diſhes of Meat. [1 


am ſorry for the Indiſpoſition of Body 


my Father labours under ; but ſome 


* - 
Diſeaſe or other does uſher us all to 


the Grave. I pray God fit him and 


all of us for it. The Sword is a ſad 


Employment. Im ſorry my Bro- 
thers muſt take tot, and that a Phi- 


loſopher muſt reſide in a Camp. I 


muſt needs be that Offences come, but 
woe be to them by whom they come; 


I congratulate the Welfare and In- | 
creaſe of your Family ; may. the 


Means of ſupporting the ſame be 
never wanting |! I take not amiſs what 
you offer on the Topick of Re- 
ligion, and thank you for your Com- 


pliment : But I ſhou'd more admire, 


had I the Learning and Perlpicuity 


you ſpeak of, if 1 were of the Roman | 
| W Com- 1 


3 Cc 
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Communion, than you can do, that 
lam of the Reform K 


need not enter into the Detail 


vhettin® you and we differ (tho' I 
ſhall not decline that whenever you 
pleaſe ) but ſhew that we have Scri- 
pture, the only true Rule of Faith 
for our Credenda and Agenda, and that 
you have not the ſame for yours; I ſhall 
anſwer your Argument as you have 
drawn it up againſt our Reformation : 


ce 
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* You ſay you admire I do not per- 


ceive the Weakneſs of the Prin- 


ciples of the Reformation; for the 
World muſt grant, that every par- 
ticular Perſon has as much Right 
to Innovate or Reform as Luther, 


Calvin, Hen. VIII. Queen Eli& or 


the Paitiament' of England. For if 


any of theſe may change what 


they in reaſon think fit in Religion, 
becauſe their Reaſon tells chem 
this or that Point is wrong, and not 
according to Scripture interpreted 
by right Reaſon; then You or I 

IS may 


a SETTERS,i&c. 

<-may change in Religion what we 
* think wrong, becauſe we have Rea- 
* ſon as well as they. . Then you 
4 ſay this way of proceeding, annihi- 
“ lates the Authority and Government 
of the Church, which cannot ſub- 
& fiſt without Government. 

This is the Subftance of your Ar- 
gument, and what follows are Con- 
cluſions from theſe Premiſes. 

Now 1 ſhall put che Sum of this 
Argument with all its Strength into a 
Propoſition or two, and then ſhew its 
Weakneſs : 7 

1. The Catholick Church is the Roman 
| Church, united under one Head the Biſhop | 
of Rome. 7 

21. The Biſhops and Paſt ors. of the 
Roman Church, ſo united, can only Re- © 
form, or Amend, in Matters of — 
gion. f ; 

| But the Church of England is not | 
this Church, therefore they cannot Reform, | 
or Amend, in Matters of Wie 


e e Ee i EEE 


eny 
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1 deny both the Maid and the 
Minor Propoſitions ; and I might juſt- 


# ly put it upon you, that make the 


Exception, to ſhew that the Roman 
Church is the only true Church that 


can Reform in Matters of Religion 
what is amils ; for you take that for 


oranted, which we Proteſtants utter- 


| ly deny: And to argue from Pre- 


miſt which we deny, without prov- 


ing them, is, I think, no very fair 
Way of Reaſoning. 


The Word Church in Scripture hath 


two Acceptations. 


The one a Number of Chriſtian 


ö People met together to ſerve God, 
as greet the Church in their Houſe, 
i. e. of Aquilaand Priſtilla, (a) 


The other, the Faithful and Di- 


ſpers d throughout the whole Earth, 
** together in one Faith, under one 


Head, Chriſt Jeſus. ( Dy * 


B i Now 


ꝙ6— . "a 


(a) Rom. xvi. 5. Colof. iv. 15. (b) Ephef. iv. 4, 
5; 0. 12, 1y« - Colo}. x4, 19. Eph. i. 22, 23. 


14 LETTER $; Kc. 


Now if theſe two Acceptations are 
the only Senſe of the Word Church in 
Scripture Language, it ſeems to me a 
Piece of Arrogance in the Church of 
Rome to call her ſelf the Catholick po. | 
ftolick Roman Church, beſides the Ab- 
ſurdity of Roman and Cathalick, 1 do 
agree, ſhe is a Part of che Chriſtian. 
Church, tho a corrupt One; but ſhe: 
is no more the Catholick Church be- 
cauſe ſhe calls her ſelf ſo, than L 
ſhou'd be the wiſeſt Man in che World 
it J had the Impudence to call my 
ſelf fo. Thus much for che Major 
Propoſition. 

s for the Minor, the Dal of 
the Fut will bring che Second with it. 
For if the Church of Rome is not 
the Univerſal Church, then the Pope 
Biſhops, and Paſtors of that Church, 
cannot pretend to Reform or Govern 
any further, or more extenſively than 
he Limits of her Juriſdiction reach, | 
Uſurpations create no Right; they were | 
thrown off from England long before 

the 1 


BEFFERS, Re. by 
the Reformation. We had no need 
of _— her to Reform the Errors 
and Abuſes that had crept into our 
Part of the Chriſtian Church. Any 


Body of Chriſtians, that were under 


a Form of Government, had Reaſon 
enough to Reform what they found 


repugnant to Holy Wric, which is the 
only Rule of Faith. The Churches of 
Jeruſalem, Alexandria, Antioch, &c. have 


err d, and ſo hath the Church of Rome, 


and ftill continues fo to do, if che 
Vora of God is to be believ d. 


As for Luther, Calvin, Zuinglius, and 
the reſt of thoſe who writ againſt the 


Errors of the Roman Church, they 


had indeed, as you ſay, no more Au- 
thority than you or I to Reform, nor 
do | pin my Faith on their Sleeves : 
Bur every Man that is a Lover of 
Truth, ought to oppoſe Error where 
he ſees it ; and all honeſt Men ought 
to embrace Truth where they find 


> 4 Our 


26 LETTERS, "a 


Our Reformation under Edw. VI. 
£2 Queen Eliz, was order d with 


Conſent of the Prince, Lords Spiri- 
tual and Temporal, po the Repre- 


ſentatives of the whole Body of the 


People; as Leatned, a freer Body, 


and more Univerſal chan the Synod a? 1 
Trent, for I cannot call it a General | 


Council. L 
Ihe Papiſts communicated with us 


till about the 1 1th Year of Queen Eliz, 


therefore our Communion you cannot 


ſay is unlawful ; and you had (all 
in "England ) been Reform'd had that 


Communion continu'd which was in- 
terdicted by the then regnant Pope; 
ſo that you ſeparated from our Com- 
munion, not we from yours. And 
if a Nation hath not Power to Re- 
form what is amiſs, eicher in Church 


or State, farewel all Government and 
Authority : If my Houſe were on Fire 
wou d certainly quench it if I cou'd, 


whether Socrates wou'd conſent to it . 


not; 


the | ned Decency and Univerſal | 


C , "os $ Ws 


* 
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not; abundantly more I cou'd offer 
to juſtifie our Reformation, but you 
having only inſiſted on the Weakneſs 
(as you call it) of the Principles of 
our Reformation, as ſuppos'd to be 
done without Authority: I hope I 
have given you Satisfaction as to that 
Point: The Sum of what I have ſaid 
may be reſoly'd into theſe Propoſi- 


Iſt, That the Church of Rome is 
not the Catholick Church excluſive of. 
others, but only a Part of it. ” 

2dly, That every Part of the Ca- 
tholick Church may Reform the Abuſes 
and Errors crept into it, without ſtay- 
ing for the Conſent of other Parts of 
the Catholick Church. _ 

zh, That every private Man may, 
and ought to expoſe Error decently 
where he ſees it. 

4thly, That every honeſt Man ought 
to embrace Truth wherever he finds it. 


5thy, 


Dr 
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Fithh, That the Scriptures are the 
only Rule of Faith, and that N are 
ſufficient wy Salvation. | 


-1 hope no Expreſfcii 1 155 0 
hath given you Offence, which per- 
haps thro a Zeal for Truth may have 
eſcapd my Pen. I have Charity for 
all Men, but for you eſpecially, to 
whom I have the Honour to be re- 


lated; and hope, however we may | 


differ i in the Matters of Religion here, 
we ſhall both of us agree in the King- 
dom of Heaven; which 1 pray God 
grant. I am, Cc. 


Whitelocke Bulftrode: : 


Pray male my Duty and Service 


acceptable to my Father and 
Mother, and Siſters and Brother. 
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 Whitelocke Bulſtrode, Eq; 


Doctor 


May 20, 1709. | 


£293 Thank you, Sir, very kind- 
ly for Yours, dated the 
- Gs 12th of March, by which 
l find you are not a little 
aonith'd at my ſuppoſing the Ro- 
man Church to be the Catholick 
Church; but if you had reflected 
both on its A and Univer- 
ſality, I believe your Aſtoniſhment 
wou'd have been much leſs. For if 
You woud be pleasd to conſider 
| how 
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how this Church has continued by an 
uninterrupted Succeſſion from St, Peter's 
Time to our Days, and how its Do- 
ctrine hath ever been profeſs d where- 
ever the Chriſtian Faith hath been 
preach'd, you cou'd not reaſonably 
doubt of the . Catholicity of its Do- 
cttines, both as to Time and Place; 
both hich" are requiſite to make a 


Church Catholick: Becauſe that if a 


Church be deficient in either of theſe, 
it cou'd not be Catholick, and — * 


quently not the true Church in which 


we profeſs to believe in our Creed. 


For if it be not Catholick in Time, 


that is, if it has not continued Fore 


our Saviour's Time to ours, it cou'd 
not preach and teach at all times, to 
all Nations, the true Faith ; and con- 
ſequently Millions of People mult be 
loſt during that time, for want of 


knowing the true Faith ; which, as 
the Scripture tells us, muſt come by 


n 


Now 
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Now how ſhall Perſons hear the 
true Faith, if there be none ſent to 
Teach and Preach it to chem? And 
Who ſhall ſend theſe Preachers and 
Teachers in the Time in which the 
Church exiſts not? Conſequently hee 
is an ablolute Neceſſity of the true 
Churches Perpetuity. 
As to the other Part, it is certain 
= that the true Church 298 be Catho- 
lick not only in Time but in Place; 
becauſe the true Faith being divulg d 
by the Twelve Apoſtles, who went 
into different Quarters of the World, 
it muſt neceſſarily follow, that they 
all teaching the ſame Doctrines, cheir 
Doctrines muſt be Catholick in Place 
and Time: Whereas the Doctrine of 
any Heretick being taught by one 
Man alone, cou'd not be ſo diffus d 
1 ke Doctrine of the Apoſtles, but 
muſt ſpread by little and little. Thus 
Arrius infected the greateſt Parr of the 
Eaſt, and Pelagius the Weſt, by de- 
1 3 but tho they had ſpread ten 


times 
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times more thanthey did, yetthatwou'd 
never have made their Docttines Ca- 


tholick ; becauſe that there was a Time 


in which theſe Doctrines were unknown, 
being only raught where they and their 


Diſciples went; fo that St. Auguſtine 


obſerves the Tracing of an Hereſie to its 


Beginning is a Refutation of it. What 


I allege here againſt the Arians and 


Pelagians has the ſame Force againſt 


the Lutherans, Calviniſts, and other Mo- 


dern lnnovators. 
Now can you think it ſtrange hk 


Hſbou'd: take that Church to be the 
Catholick Church that has exiſted in 


all Ages ſince Chriſt's Time, and in 
all Places wherever Chriſtianity hath 


been taught, and which alone exiſted 


at the Time of the Reformation? Its 
ſole Exiſtence, at that Time, is ſuf- 
ficient to prove it to be the Catholick 
Church; becauſe that there was no 


other Chutch then exiſting but it, it 


muſt neceſſarily follow, that the Ro- 
man Catholick Church is the Catholick 
Caurch, 


9 Y Hhoing 


hy 
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Church, or that the Catholick Church 
| muſt have fail d then. To allege that 
the Greek or Armenian Churches were 
in Being, is as much as to ſay, that 


the Gallican or Spaniſh Churches were 
then in Being; becauſe that thoſe 
Churches protels the ſame Doctrines 
as the Roman Catholick and Apoſto- 
lick Churches did, of which they were 


as much a Part as the Gallican and 
T Spaniſh Churches are at preſent : For 


they profeſſing but one Faith, conſti- 
tuted but one Church, which was 


| call d the Roman Catholick Church, even 
by st. Auguſtine This Epithet was 


added, not to confine the Church to 
Rome or Tay, but to diſtinguiſh the 


uue Church from falſe Churches, 
uhich uſurp'd the Name of Catholick. 


For as in the Infancy of the Church 


there were falſe Chriſtians, who under 
that Name ſeduced the true ones, which 


che Apoſtles perceiving, call d a Coun- 
cil at Jeruſalem, in which the Word 


Catholick was added to the Word 
85 . 
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Church, to diſtinguiſh the true Church 8 

from che falſe : So in latter Times,  < 

the Word Roman was added to the | R 
Catholick Church, to diſtioguiſh it |, 

from thoſe Churches which were not R 

ſo, and which had uſurpd that Name | 

to conceal their Errors and Innova- th 
eos be 

This I think fulicicn to evince, that 8 

the Roman Catholick Church is the th 

; true Church of God, and that it Head i 
and Paſtors are the” Governours of it, th. 

and conſequently that thoſe who lefe ba 

it upon what Pretence ſoever were He- In 

reticks; for they being only private th. 

| Members of the Church had no op 
1 other Authority for what they did but an 
= their own private Fancy, or Scripture fin 
„ aq4t the beſt, interpreted according to be 
| their Fancy, which is no Authority, and an 
which indeed annihilates all Authority, Di 

as have ſaid in my firſt. For if Luther Ro 


1 or Calvin might Rl the Roman Catho- | the 
1 lick Church out of Pretence of Re- ad 


i . forming its Errors, of which they were i 
At | only | 


bony, > — 
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* . * 


LETTERS, &c. 25 


only private Members; then may the 


Quakers or Presbyterians, by the ſame 


Rule, Reform the Church of Eng. 
land, and you and I them; and ſo the 
Reformation may go on, ad infinitum, 
there being no Authority to ſtop it, 
the Authority of the Catholick Church 
being once deltroy'd. What better Plea 
can Arius and Socinus have for denying 


| the Divinity of Chriſt, than ſaying 


this Doctrine is not according to 


the Scripture 2 Or what can the Ana- 
| baptiſts deſire more for not baptizing 


Infants 2 Your aflerting that every one 
that is a Lover of Truth, ought to 
oppole Errors wherever they fee them, 


and embrace Truth wherever they 
find it, is very juſt, but very hard to 
be determin d. For what is Error, 
and what is Truth, is the Queſtion in 
Diſpute: And if you think that the 


Roman Church had Errors, and that 
the firſt Reformers oppos d em, and 
adhered to the Truth, you beg the 
Queſtion. To illuſtrate this Matter, 

e you 
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: you bring in a Compariſon of your 
Houſe ; which if it ſhou d be on Fire, yo 
wou d quench it whether Socrates would 


conſent to it or not. And you wou d 

be very much in the Right, tho your 
Parity in the Compariſon is very much 
in the Wrong; becauſe your Houſe 
being on Fire is a thing evident to the 
Senſe, but the Articles of our Faith, 
and the true Senſe of Scripture, are not 
ſo: For our main Difficulty is to 
Know the Truth, and the Rule 
which our Saviour hath left us to 
know. Now you tell me that the | 
Scripture is the only Rule of Faith, re 
and conſequently the only Means by | at 
which we can come to know the || hi 
Truth. | ” Ln. 

To this J anſwer in the Negative: R 
Firſt, Becauſe that it is De Fide to be- wi 
lieve the Scripture to be the reveal'd || or 
Word of God. Now the Scripture | © 
can't be a Rule to ns to believe it ; 
for it cant bear Teſtimony for it ſelf, 
therefore your Rule is defective in this 

8 Point, 
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Point, which makes the whole Edifice 
of your Faith fall to the Gy it 
no no other Support. 

This is judicioufly obſerved by one 
of your own Doctors; It is not the 
Word of God, /ays be, that doth or 
can poſſibly 1 0 us, that we do well 


to think it the Word of God. The 


firſt outward Motion, leading Men fo 
to eſteem the Scripture, is the Autho- 


rity of God's Church, which teacheth 


us to receive Mark's Goſpel, who was 
not an Apoſtle, and to reject the 
Goſpel of St. Thomas who was; to 


retain St. Luke's, who ſaw not Chriſt, 


and to reject Nicodemus who ſaw 


him. 


Secondly, If the Scripture be the 
Rule of Faith, I would fain know, 
whether you mean the whole Scripture, 
or any one Part of it. If the Whole, 
then the Rule muſt be imperfect : 

5 For 


— 


Pr. Covel's Defence of Hooker. 
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For it is moſt certain that we have not 


the Whole; 
St. Thomass Goſpel pure and intire; 
therefore it is not counted Canonical: 
So likewiſe we have not ſeveral other 
Writings of the Apoſtles. If Part of 
the Seripture be ſufficient, by what 
Rule ſhall we know, which i is that Part? 
For neither our Saviour, nor the Apo- 
ſtles have told us Which is that Part; 
neither have they told us in any Part of 
the Scripture, that it was to be our 
Rule of Faith. |. 

| 3dh, The Rule of Faith ought, to 
be ſo in all times fince the Faith has 


been declar d, for elſe Men mult have 


been loſt in that time when this Rule 
was not in being : Bur the. Scriptures 
hefore the Council of Nice: were not 
declar'd, which were Orthodox, and 
which not; and therefore before that 
Council they could be no Rule, and 


copſequently Men muſt then be loſt | 


for \ want of a Rule of Faith, 


4thly, J 


for Inſtance, we have not 
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athly; Since that all Men have a Soul 


to 355 4 d, Illiterate as well as Literate, 


which! they muſt effect by having a 
true Faith, it doth neceſſatily follow, 


en n of Faith muſt be appli- 


cable as well to the Capacity of che 
one as the other; otherwiſe the Illiterate 
wou'd have juſt Reaſon to complain 


of Providence's dealing hardly. with 
them, who had given the 8 a 


Means to ſave their Souls, but had 
given them none, or at leaſt one as 
good as none, ſince they were in- 


capable of making uſe of it. 


Now I may reaſonably conclude, 
chat in the Primitive Times of Chri- 
ſtianity, three Parts of four of the 


Chriſtian World could not read, and 
conſequently were 8 d of the Rule 
of Faith. 


5thly, Suppoſ ing that they could 
read, cou'd: they read and underſtand 


Greak and Finds, in which the Scri- 
pture was originally writ? For thoſe 
who cou'd not, muſt rely on Tran- 


C 3 ſlations; 
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> 
ſlations; which if faulty, their Faich 


muſt be ſo roo. 

- 6thly, Suppoſing they did: all un- 
derſtand thoſe Languages, yet what 
Certainty had they then, or we now, 
of the Scripture being exactly copy d, 


ſo that there were no Miſtakes com- 


mitted by thoſe who tranſcrib'd it ? 


Bir 1 W doubt but that you be- 


lieve that the Originals were not in 
the Hands of every Chriſtian: So that 
not only the Unlearn d, but the Learn d 
alſo wou d be at a very great Loſs for 


the Certainty of their Faith. For 


how can they be certain of their Faich 
when they are not certain of the Scri- 


ptures being exactly tranſcrib d? This 


now is but too evident from the vari- 


ous Lections of Scripture, which the 


Learned Biſhop Uſher was very ſenfible | 


of. 

He. in a Sermon creach'd before 
King James or King Charles I. (which 
of the two I don't well remember) 
laid, that he had made a 1 

0 


ET 
of the various Lections of the Ne- 
Teſtament, which were ſo numerous 
and fo different, that he durſt not 
publiſh them for fear of Invalidating 
the Authority of that Book. | 
Now {ure when you reflect on theſe 
Difficulties, you muſt own that to 
follow your Rule of Faith, is to 
plunge one's ſelf into an Ocean of 
Doubts in queſt after Faich which ad- 
mits of no Doubt. : | 
7thly, Let us ſuppoſe that all Chri 


ſtians were ſo learned as to underſtand 


Greek and Hebrew, and that the Copies 
of the Scriptures were exactly tran- 
ſcrib d, yet what Certainty has any 
particular Perſon that he rightly un- 
derſtands the Scripture, and that he 
does not wreſt them to his own De- 
ſtruction, as the Scripture fore warns 
us? For he may very well be miſtaken 


in the Senſe of Scripture, and ſo the 


Perſon doth not believe the Scripture, 
but only what he imagines to be the 
Meaning of Scripture. 85 
C4 Now, 


; % 
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Whether a Faith grounded on ſuch, or 
fo many Uncertainties, can be firm 
and without wavering? And whether 


Sceptick in Religion? 5 
Now fince this Rule of yours does 
not hold, and fince there are ſuch Di- 


to find, out what Courſe a prudent 
Man ought to ſteer in Search of the 
true Faith. Hic labor hoc opus eft. Now 


Advice, 1 ſhall give you the Advice 
of one of your own Doctors. Seeing, 
ſays he, that the Controverſies of * Reli- 
gion are ſo intricate, that few have Time 


remains for Men deſirous of Satisfaction 


in theſe things of ll uch Conſequence, but 


— 0 1 


— 
ö 


* Drs Teniſon in his Preface te his Treatiſe of the Church. 


Now, pray Sir, tell me ingenuouſſy, 
they are not ſufficient to make one a 


verſities of Churches, and Diverſities 
of Faitlis, my next Inquiry ſhall be 


leſt you ſhou d call in queſtion my 


and Leiſure, and fewer yet, Strength 
of Underſtanding to examine them, what 


ties 0 
bleſſed Company of the Hoy One, that 
Houſhold of Faith, that Spouſe of Ori 
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dilgentiy to ſearch out au all the Socie- 


of Men in the World, which is the ; 


and the Church of the Livmg God, which 


is the Pillar and Ground of Truth, that fo 


they may embrace ber Communion; follow 
Fog Directions, and reſt in ber 1 
ment? 

Now here you ſee one of your own 
Darby judiciouſly adviſes you to find 


| out the true Church, which is to be 


your Guide and Rule in Faith: But 
perchance you will here ask me, "th 
you muſt pin your Faith upon her 
Sleeve, and believe her when ſhe 
contradicts the Scripture, or at leaſt 
appears to you to do ſo ? rin cer- 
tainly. 

For if you believe her in telling you 
what Parts of the Scripture are Cano- 


nical, and what not, why not believe 
her 50 to the Senſe af Scripture ? > Since 


it tells you that ſhe is the Pillar and 
Foundation of Truth, and that the 
e r AG Gates 
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Gates of Hell ſhow d never prevail | 
ainſt her; and ſince that our 3 EU 
Gd, vhoſoe vere bears you (that is his 
Diſciples who were then the Church) Rt 
bears me, and that he wou'd ſend the Pie 
Holy Ghoſt to guide, them in all fei 
Huthe : 
Are not theſe en Wawetrs fo 
you and me to believe her as to the 
Senſe of | Scripture before our ſelves, 
and to rely on her Authority, which 
is Divine, before any other Whatſo- 
ever, and not to believe what private ſee 
| Perſons have ſaid to defame her, be 
mean the [ate Reformers of the Church, 
who pretend that Errors have crept 
into her, and corrupted: her, tho the 
= Scripture tells us point-blank the con- 
trary, that * ſhe is glorious, and with- 6e 
out Wrinkle, and that {he is irrepre- Gp 
henſible 2. For my part I cant ſee any the 
Realon to . the Churches Ve-. 
nnacity 


1 
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Falſe ones, and the Word of God 
Mord of 
| has not from her ſalf, but Fe the Holy 
%, pg 


prov d of it. 


genuine Interpretation of it. 
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racity in this Senſe of the Scripture, 
ſince that it is acknowledg'd-in telling 
us what is Scripture. 


This Mr. Fulk thinks very reaſonza- 


ble; who in his Anſwer to a Counter- 


feit Catholick ſays, That the Church has 


cern true Writings from 


Fudgment to dif 
from the 
* Men; and this Judgment ſhe 


Now tho you may think this Con- 


ſequence not good, yet there have 


been learned Proteſtants who have ap- 
+ Undoubtedly, ſays one, 
the Primitive Church receiv d from the 
Apoſtles and Apoſtolical Men not only the 
Texts of Scripture, but alſo the true aud 
The Holy 
| Ghoſt, ſays another, who preſides over 


the Church is the true Interpreter of the 


9 cri- 
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S criptures, from whom the Tnter pretation = 
is to be ſongbt for. Now is it Prudence 5 


for either you or me to leave the true t 
Church which God has promis'd to r 
conduct with his Spirit, to follow our | t. 

V 


Opinions, tho we are zealous Lovers 
of Truth, only becauſe we think that 4 f 
ſuch and ach Doctrines taught by the 1 © 
Church are not according to Scripture? 
No, ſurely. And why > Becauſe that h 


God has nor promis d his Spirit to con- 0 
duct either you or me, or any other i, 
Doctor of the Church in all Truth, | 
as he has promis d his Church. There. | 4 
fore in common Senſe and Prudence, © 
we ought to ſubmit our Judgment to 7 


the Church in all Points, notwith- 
ſtanding that chey appear to contra- 
dict the Scripture: For to ſuppoſe that 
the Church has, or can err, is to ſup- 
poſe that God has, or can fail of 


making good his Promise. To al- 5 
lege that the Churches of e 1 
Alexandria, or Jeruſalem have fail'd, is 5 7 


not to the Purpoſc. For it is certain, 
. £4 e chat 
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that they were but particular Branches 
of the Church, as are the Spaniſh and 
the Gallican at preſent, which we own 


may fail; but this is no Argument 
that the Catholick Church, of which 
we are now ſpeaking, has or can 


fail. So that the only thing which 


one deſirous to know the Truth, and 
to ſecure his Salvation, by a true Faith, 
has to do, is to find out the true 
Church, out ofwhich there is no Sal- 


Quicunq; vult ſalvus eſſe (lays S:. 


Athanaſius in his Creed) ante omnia opus 
eſt ut teneat Catholicam Fidem, quam niſi 
quiſq; integram inviolatamq;  ſervaverit 
abſq; dubio in eternum peribit. 


Now where can we hope to find 


this Catholick Faith but in the Ca- 
tholick Church? And where this 


Catholick Church but in that Church 


which is Catholick in Unity, Ca- 
tholick in Time, and Catholick in 
Place e 


No * 
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Nou it is in vain: for us to hunt 
after this my, this Antiquity, and this | 
= 

; 


Univerſality out of the Roman Catho- 
lick Church, which is one and the 
ſame in all Countries wherever it is 
diffus d, and which has exiſted fo t 
ever ſince our Saviours Time; i 
when as all the Reformed Churches + 
don't only differ from the Roman j 
Catholick Church but from one ano- KF ; 
ther; and conſequently can't have | 
only any Unity wich ours, but with 
one another: Nay, further, ler us- 
ſuppoſe that they have this Unity 
with one another, yet how can they 
pretend to have exiſted from our 
Saviour's Time, ſince that before 
| Luthers Time, there is not a Word 
all of any ſuch Religion, either in the 
J. Eccleſiaſtick or Secular Writings. 7 
U Therefore, as I laid in the Begin- c 
It! ning of this Letter, ſo I continue to 0 
Ti SE. aſſert, that either our Church muſt 
41 be the true Catholick and Apoſtolick 
uw Church, or that God's Church _ 
it. ave 
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have fail'd, as many Proteſtants af- 


39 


firm it has, who ſaw the Neceflity 
of granting either the one or the 


her: 50s 


Perchance, Sir, 3 may think 
that unleſs I anſwer your Syllogiſm 
in Form, I don't anſwer your Let- 
ter: Wherefore, to remove this Ob- 
jection, I will repeat it, and anſwer 
it. 


1. The Catholick Church is the 
Roman Church, united under one Head, 
the Biſhop of Rome. 

2. The Biſhop and Paſtors of the 
Roman Church, ſo united, can only 
Reform or Amend in Matters of Re- 


I 
But 2 Church of England 


is not this Church, and therefore it 


cannot Reform in n of Reli- 
gion. 


I anſwer to the Major firſt, that 
you ought to have ſaid ns the Roman . 


Church diffus d; otherwiſe you may 
under- 


Br 
| 5 
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underſtand by it the Churches con- 
tain d in 
Rome, which is only a Part of the 
Catholick Church, as I have already 
ſaid. Now the Verity of the Major 
thus explain d is proved evidently by 
the beginning and latter Part of my 


Letter, if you underſtand by Matters 
in Religion, Doctkines in Religion. 


For as to other Matters which regard 


the Diſcipline, it is moſt certain, that 


not only any Nation, but any Biſhop 


may cnreét che Abuſes within his 


own juriſdiction. But if you mean 
by Macters in Religion, the Doctrines 


5 "the Gathilick. (Church, ie is certain 


leſs any private en can eee, 


Doctrinal Matters. in Religion; be- 


cauſe that it belongs only to the 


Catholick Church, to judge or de- 


cide in Matters of: Doctrine. There- 


fore it is moſt certain that the firſt 
Reformers could not pretend to cor- 
rect thoſe Matters in Religion which 

they 


3 


Rome, or the Dioceſe of 
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| hey call'd Errors and Abaſes, they 
being Matters of Doctrine, Which 
belong'd only to the Den Ca- 
E cholick Church, either diffus d or 
collected, to be Judges ob 
The Verity of the Minor is de- 
3 deduced from what 
has been ſaid, viz. - 
Te Biſhop and Paſtors: of tia 
| Roman Catholick Church, ſo united, 
can only Reform or Amend Se 
Doftrinal Matters of Religion. 
e any particular Church 
Reform it ſelf fo far as it 
; Fs it ſelf to have deviated from 
the Doctrines and Diſcipline of the 
E Catholick. Church in Being: But to 
think that it can Change or Reform 
the Doctrine of the Catholick 
Church, is to ſuppoſe that God, 
contrary to his Word, has permitted 
his Church to err, is to annul 
the Auchority of che Church, and 
zs to allow a Power to each parti- 
| ticular Perſon, of framing Wher 
ort 


= 
as 


= 


1 
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ſort of Religion beſt pleaſes his 


Fancy. 
It was upon this Plinciple — 
che Reformation firſt began; and 


it was upon chis Principle chat other 
Sectaries, with very Juſt / / Realon, 


did. and do pretend to Reform 
your Church : For it is moſt cer- 
tain that they had as much Right to 


Reform you, as "yon had to Re- 


form us. 


I find, Sir, by yours, hs you 
have only read the Controvertiſts 
on your Side, therefore permit me 
ww eommend two Books to you 
which treat of this Matter: The 
one is call'd The "Queſtion of Oue- 
ſtions, writ by one Munford | of the 
Society of - Jeſus : This is a late 
Author. The other is The Prote. 
ſtant Apology for the Catholick Religion, 
writ by one Brereh a Prieſt, and 
Dedicated to King James J. l be⸗ a 
lieve that either of theſe | Books X 
1525 give mo more ample Satisfa- | 
Ction i 


EE RS, N. 
ction than I can: But if you fail 
of finding them, or they fail of 
ſatisfying you, you need but con- 


tinue your Letters, and you ſhall 


always find me in this Matter, or 
any other, to be 


* 


Dur moſt Obedient 
Humble Servant, 
Aud Affectionate Brother, 
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755 


| Whielocke Bulfrode, Elq; 


T 0 
Dodtor O 0 D. 


Ne I 1 21 June, 1709. 
ou Letter of the 20th 
of the laſt Month came to 


my Hands in fo buſie a 
cam” Time, that I had but juſt 


Beit to read it; and | have 8 


ſo engaged ever ſince with my pub- 


lick and private Affairs, that J have 


wanted Time (but not lnclination 


or Reſpect) to anſwer it ſooner. 


1 chought I had given you Satiſ- 


faction in my former, touching the 


Notion of a Church, or the Chiffch, 
D 2 and 


. 


LE 
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Romiſh Church, 


thing to it again, 


Ic looks very wonderful in a 
Man of your Learning to think that 
Roman Church muſt needs be 
the Catholick Church; and what- XZ 
ever is apply d to the, — 2 
Church muſt. be incem he 
Roman. 1 We have great, Rid to | 
the judgment of the Catholick | 


the 


of 


Church of the three firſt C Ione; ' 


reject ; 


wick 


and in what Senſe the Scripture has J 
betet that Word: But I percerve you 
are ſo attach d to the old Argu- 
ment, long ſince anſwer, of the 3 
erert ality a itiquity-of -che © 
that I muſt be 
forc d againſt my Wilt to ſay ſome- 


her Rule of Faich and Creeds 12 ü 
believe, and they were the Terms 
of Communion: with her: But the 
Creed of Pop e Pius IV. added to 1 
the Nicene, we have juſt Cauſe to 
as amongſt others; That 1 
in the Maſs there is offered à true, pro- | 8 
Fer and propitiatory Sacrifice for the 


3 
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| Quick and Dead. 2. Tranſt ubſtautia- 
tion. 3. Communion in one Kind. 
| Ai Purgatory. 5. Imation and Nor- 
3 Yo 7 of Saints. 6. Ihe Venera- 
tion f Relicks. 7. Wor ſhipping of 


Images,” Theſe are Innovations in 
the Romiſh: Church, which the Pri- 
mitive Church /knels nothing of. 
And altho'ꝰ I do admit theſe Addi- 
tions were to be found in the Romiſh 
Church before the Days of Pope 
at- Pius IV. and ſhouw'd farchor- admit 
ck chat it cannot be ſhewn in what par- 
he ticular Vear theſe Corruptions en- 
© tered the Romiſh Church; if cheſe 
ck Doctrines were not taught by the 
Church in the three fil — 
Wc the Belief of theſe was no Condi- 
ms tion of Communion then. How 
he can your Roman Church, with any 
to Colour or Appearance 5 Realon 
to make theſe new Articles the I erm 
of Communion, and damn all that 
are not of her Communion, when 
the Primitive and True Catholick 
D 4 Church 
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Church did not do ſo? Your 


Church narrows the Way to Hea- 


ven, and lays Burthens, ſuch as our 
Forefathers knew nothing of; and, 


as in the Corruption. of the "Jewiſh 


Church in our Saviour's Time, add 


the Inventions of Men for the Do- 


Ctrines of Chriſt. Were the Tares 


that grew up with the Wheat ever 


the leſs Tares becauſe the good Man 
could not tell at what time the 
Enemy fow'd em? I have look'd 
into your Book of the Queſtion of 
Oueſtions, and find your Arguments 
about believing what the Church im- 

oſes to believe, rather than what 


the Word of God requires, to be 
taken in a great meaſure from 
thence. The principal Reaſons where- 
of are, that the Church defin'd what 
Books were Canonical; that few 
Men underſtood Hebrew or Greek, 


that many Tranſlations have Errors; | 


therefore the Roman Church muſt 


yy thele Defects, Oc. and to be 
1 credited. 
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credited. As to the firſt the Church 
defin'd what Books were Canonical, 


_ whence you infer the ſame Power 
that defined muſt conſtrue and ex- 


pound: To make chis Rule have 
any tolerable Weight, you ought to 
ſhew, that the ſame Body of Men 
that firſt ſettled the Canon of Scri- 
pture, gave it this Conſtruction , 
and not another Sett of Men, born 


7 1200 Years after them; but be- 
ſides, granting they were the ſame 


Men, if one ſhou'd tell me of a 
Mine of Gold, and ſhew me the 
Way to it, and aſſign the very 
Place; and I, upon View and Judg- 
ment, find it to be but Silver, and 
cell him, Sir, you are miſtaken ; 
what you inform'd me to be Gold 
is but Silver, the Colour and Weight 
plainly makes it appear ſo; and [ 


have my Senſes and Underſtanding 


as well as you, and they are to be 
the Rule of my judgment. No, 
Sir, replies the Roman, you cou'd 

„ not 


Wes. 5. 9 4 Fey + titted 1 
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aeg tell there was 52 //Mine "ny till 


I inform'd you; and I that in- 
form d you KR of it, am the true 
Judge; you muſt believe me and 


W 


not your Senſes; your Senſes are 
fallible, but 1 that found out the 
Mine am "infallible. Is this a fair 


Way of Reaſoning ? And yet your 


Argument i is juſt the ſame: I know 
you'll reply, the Church has the 


Promiſe of Chriſt; that the Gates 


of Hell ſhall not prevail againſt, her, 
grant it; but then it is the Chri⸗ 
ſtian Univerſal Church, and not tt e 
Church of Rome; for ſhe may err, 


and ſo may the Chiirch of Getewil 


but not the whole Body of Chri- 


ſtians. There were ſeven Thou- 


ſand of the true Church in the Time 
of Abab, when Elias thoughr there 


were none but himſelf left. As to 


the Second, that few Men under- 
ſtand te or Greek, and muſt 
truſt to Tranſlations that are ſubject 
to Errors; : Have not we your Tran- 
"290 lations 
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ſlations as well as our own? Cant 
we rms pan chem t t ogetaer? E Doznot 


hers hoſe or the e in our 


| Bibles? Cannot we read them as 


well as the other? We read them 
Na ne ne e ge 
a Point of Faith; becauſe they 


were not inſerted in the firſt Canon 


by the Church, nor found in the 


Original Languages, c. nor are con- 
ſonant in many Places to the un- 


doubted Books of Scripture. 


. You magnifie —. ſome Me- 


viphocies Expreſſions of St. Paul, 


touching the Church, of its being 
the Pillar and Ground of Truth, 
that ſhe is all glorious, Oc. and 


then preſently apply theſe Ex- 
preſſions and Deſcriptions to the 


Roman Church, as if no Man can 


deſcribe a good * Paſtor, but pre. 


aa it muſt be the Pope. + 
This 


7 
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This is according to a Maxim 
in our Law, ---- Uno abſurdo dato 
mille  ſequantur.. Might not theſe En- 
coniums relate to the two Senſes 
of the Word Church, which I 
have mentioned in my former, 
viz. either to the Chriſtians that 
uſed to meet to adore God in 
ſome particular Place, and pro- 
feſs d their Faith in Chriſt ſo glo- | 

riouſly, that they courred Martyr- | 
dom rather than avoid it; that 
glorified God for giving cher the - 
Honour and Privilege to ſuffer for | 
the ſake of the Lord: Or in the | 
more general Senſe,” of che Chri- 
ſtian Faith ſhining thro all the Parts 
DC” the World by the holy and 
bright Lives of the Conſeſſors and 
Martyrs? And thus it is now in 
both Senſes in many Parts of the 
World, whereby the Promiſe of 
Chriſt to” his Church, that is his 
People, is verify d, chat the Gates 
of Hell, i. e. the. * of Satan 
ſhould 
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ſhould not prevail againſt it ; tho 
it hath ſunk in ſome. Places it hath 
artoſe in others. 
I ̃ be pure Chriſtian Religion had 
its Profellors, who rejected the Er- 
rors of the Roman Church long 
before Luther, and who were per- 
ſecuted for the ſame ; witneſs the 
Lollards with us in England, whoſe 
Doctrine may be collected from 
the Oaths of Abjuration required 
from them, which was, to expreſs 
it in the Words of the Oath in our 
Old Engliſh thus: That from this 
Day fewgrk. I will worſhip Images 
with praying unto them in the Wor- 
ſhip of Saints, that they be made Of- 
fer, and alſo 1 ſhall never deſpiſe Pil- 
migrages. 
4 This was about * Vear 1315, 
long before Luther, whoſe Docttine 
appears by the Renunciation to be 
againſt Worſhipping of Images, 
and Pilgrimages, and other Errors 
of the Roman Church, which we 
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of che Church of England likewile 
reject. Vou are totally againſt 
private Judgment, and bid us put 
out our own Eyes, and fee with 
the Eyes es of the Church, as you 
call it, i. e. che Council of Trent, 
Oc. for ſhe cannot err. But, 1 
pray, muſt not we uſe our on 
Eyes to look for and find out the 
Church of Rome? Mut not 1 
uſe my own private Judgrnene 
to find out that Church? And 
11 muſt uſe it in one Particular, 
to find out the true Church 

1 you call it) why not when I 
have found it out? Were not the 
Bereaus commended for -ſearching 
the Scripture, 'to ſee whether the 
things St. Paul ſaid were true or 
not? He appeal d to the Old Teſta- 
ment to prove that Jeſus was the 
Meſſiah; for that the Prophecies of 
the Meſſiah were entirely fulfill'd in 
our Lord; and yet he had infi- 
uitely more Reaſon and Authoriey 
than 


2 
— 
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than the Pope or Roman Church 


| hath,” to require their Aſſent to his 


Doctrine upon his bare Word. 
For Firſt he was a Man of great 
Humane Learning, and wonderful 
Wit. zdh, \He was an honeſt 
Man. '3dly, He was enlighened with 
the Holy Spirit, as to Knowledge, 
— and the Gift of Tongues. 


Athh, He had the Gift of doing 
Miracles. Now a Holy Life, ac- 


company d with the Gift of Mi- 
racles, one wou d think were Au- 
thority enough to command an Aſ- 
ſent to any Doctrine that is not 
repugnant to our firſt Principles of 
Reaſon, which that of our Savi- 
our is not; and yet he appeals to 
Scripture /for Credit. You ſet up 
Tradition equal to ene Oh 
fond and abſurd Fancy! There is 


* ſcarce/a Fact done Ns ſeen by 
three People, but when related by them 
the next Day, but what will ha ve ſome 


material Difference in telling it. How 
ä do 
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do the beſt Hiſtorians vary in theit 
relating Facts in one Century 


that Were done in the preceding? 
Does not * St. John tell, us, There 
are alſo many ether things which Jeſus 


did, the which, if they ſhould be writ- 
ten every one, 1 ſuppoſe that even the 


World it ſelf could not contain the Books | 


that ſhould be written. Now grant- 


ing this Expreſſion to be an Hy- 


perbole, yet doubtleſs what our Sa- 


viour ſaid and did, which were 


unwritten, were infinitely more than 
what were written. And yet what Ex- 
preſſion or Fact have we of our Sa- 


viour not contain d in the Canon 


of the Scripture, that Tradition 
hath delivered, that any Man of 
tolerable Senſe, even of your own 
Church, gives a Credic to? Who 
gives Credit to the Epiſtle of - 
barus to our Saviour? Or of our 


| Saviour's Anſwer to him again, 
with 


YL 24 vr . 
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with forty other ſuch like Stories 


delivered by Euſebins * And yet this 


is an Author of good Credit. 


Nov as to all wherein you and 


we differ, you fly to the poor 4/y- 


uam of Tradition for to juſtify and 
maintain. Had not the Fews Tra- 
dition for all che Superſtructures 
= they added to the Law? How 
= fonder were theygfot 

tions of their Fathers than of the 


the Tradi- 


Commands of God? Did they 


not reprove even our Saviour for 


T ſuffering his | Diſciples to tranſ- 


orels the Tradition of the Elders 


by eating with unwaſhen Hands, 
= Mark vii. 1, 5. But lo! the An- 
= ſwer which he gave them! In vain 


; do theſe People worſhip me, teaching for 


Doctrine the Commandments of Men. 


For laying aſide the Commandments of 
God, ye hold the Tradition of Men, 


as waſhing of Pots and Cups, &c. 


What can be more ridiculous in 


the World than the Corban of the 


E Jews, 


. * 
o 
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Jews, and yet that was their Tradi- 
tion? What Senſe can there be in 
your Pilgrimages, in going ſome | 
Hundreds of Miles to ſee the Tomb 
or the Bones of an old Woman, 
whom. your fooliſh People pray to, 
when peradventure ſhe is gone to 
the wrong Place? But if perchance 
to the Right, before ſhe died had 
loſt her Hearictz, yet can now hear 
you when dead, ten thouſand Miles 
off. What means your Proceſſions 
with Wax-Candles when the Sun tl 
or Moon ſhine ever ſo bright, and F ts 
you know the Way ever ſo well? re 
Can an Infinite Wiſe God be of 
pleaſed with theſe Fopperies > Bur 1 
ſome of your great Men fay that of 
the Saints fee all things in God; t) 
a pretty Jargon | ſee all things c 
in God! - Therefore they can hear 
the. Supplications made to them. 
You make the Organ of Sight to 
do the Office of the Organ of 
4 Hearing. But he that can believe 
{ © 1 Tan- 
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were metaphorical, and 


= Drink of thee,” 
| of bim, ads he. would have given 
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. ranſubſtantiation, hadth a wel. 
wide enough. to {wallow | any Pill. 
Moſt of out Saviour's Expreſh 10ns 
alluſive 
either to the preſent Occaſion, ot 


to ſome Cuſtom or Uſage amongſt 
the Jews.” B. g. When our Lord 


1 (aw Peter and Andrew, two Fiſher: 


men, | caſting their Nets into the 
Sea he calbd them, ſaying, Follow 


me, and I will make 70 Fiſhers of 


Men. When he ask'd Water of 
the Woman of Samaria, who heſi- 
tated to give him any, our Saviour 
reply d, If you had known the Gift 
of - God; and * who it was that demanded 
thou wouldſt have asked 


thee living Water, Here our Saviour 


calls the Spirit Water, becauſe Wa- 


ter was mention'd before; tho in 
other Places of Scripture the Spirit 


is call'd Fire, as an Autitheſis to 
Water. 


Lord's 1 and the Manner of 


«Row if you conſider the 


E * 9 
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their Meals, you will eaſily ſee that 
there is no room for Tranſubſtan- 


his Majeſty. For as the Paſchal — 
was eaten yearly in Remembrance of 


Was to be eaten and drank in Re- 


Egyptian Slavery. 


receive thereby. The Jews before ; 
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eating the Paſchal Lamb, and che 
Cuſtom amongſt the Jews of eating 
Bread, or deiabe 2 Claſs or Cup 
of Wine, both before and after 


tiation in that Supper. Our Lord 
omply d with the lawful Cuſtome 
of the Jews, and eſpecially in this of 
the Paſſover, which was a. Type of 


the Deliverance of the Jews from Egy- 
ptian Bondage, ſo che Lord's Supper 


membrance of our Deliverance from 
the Power of Satan, and the Chain 
of our Sins, which was worle chan 


The Commemorstion of this 3 
cou'd not but be with great Gratitude, | 
hen we conſider who ſuffer d for f 
us, and what, and the Benefits we 


their Meals had: this Cuſtom : The gar 
| __ Maſter re 
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S Maſter of the Feaſt took Bread 
and bleffed it, faying, Bleſſed be 
God for his Bleſſings on the Earth, 
* that hath brought forth Bread that 
* firengthens Mens Hearts; and then 
gave to the Gueſts ſome Bread to eat: 
* Afterwards he bleſſed God for the 
Fruit of the Vine, which makes 
Man have a cheerful Counte- 
Z nance, and then the Cup went 
round, and after Meals the Bread, 
& poculum charitatis, went a- 
bout again with the ſame Bene- 
diction, left ſome Expreſſions of 
Heat might have paſt, ſo this 
was to reconcile all ſuch Mat- 
ters. 
Nov this being the Cuſtom 
1is of the Fews, our Saviour to carry 
le, this Moral Cuſtom on to a higher 
or and nobler Purpoſe, inſtitutes in 
ve the Room of theſe two Cuſtoms, 
xe his Supper: So that as the Fews 
he RF annually were with Gratitude to 
er remember their Deliverance our 
1 EY of 
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| 4 e ſo we Chriſtians ſhould 0 
frequently remember the Love. u 
four Lord in laying down his, te 


Life for us. And as the Jews w 
were wont at their Entertainments 
to bleſs God for their Bread and 
Wine his Majeſty gave them, ſo | 
we Chriſtians ſhould bleſs God 
for the giving his Son to dic for | 
us, and our Saviour for laying 
down his Life for us. For all“ 
great Actions had ſome Inſtitu- 
tions to perpetuate their Me- 
mory. Thus the Primitive Chri- 
ſtians in their Agapœ, or Love- 
Feaſts, always remembred our 
Lord's Death, i. e. in our Lan- 
guage receiv 'd the Sacrament ; | 
and what can there be more re- ; 
quired of us in this Supper, bur 
gratefully to remember our great 
Benefactor as above; which 
when done with Sincerity, will! 
neceſſarily oblige us to all « the 
Acts of Love which an ingenu- 
ous} 
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cous Perſon can exert, and be 


will follow an entire Obedience 


is to his Commands ; for whom 
ws we really love we will not diſ- 
ts | | obey. 
| here now for Tranſubſtantiation ? 
5 Why, our Saviour has call'd the 
Bread his Body, and the Wane. 
yr bis Blood: But why muſt this 
ing be underſtood 

chan other figurative Expreſſions 
which all Men expound figura- 
: tively ; 
| hunfclf: a:Door, a Vine, a Sheps 
berd, a Corner Stone, Oc. al 
| which are Metaphors, 
Z underſtood ? But docs not Chriſt 
ſay that except ye eat the Fleſh of 
= the Son of 
Blood, 
This Expreſſion hath no Rela- 
tion to the Sacrament, 

Z Occaſion of it was thus: 
having fed about five Thouſand 
with five Loaves and two ſmall 


What Occaſion can be 


kcerally more 
as that our Lord calls 
and ſo 


Man, and drink his 


ye have no Life in you *? 


but the 
Chriſt 


E 4 Fiſhes, 
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- Fiſhes, paſſed over the Sea to 


Capernaum, whither the People 


that were fed, follow'd him; who 
© addrefling themſelves to our Lord, 
he told them that they ſought 


him not becauſe of the Miracle, 


but becauſe they did eat of the 
Loaves and were fill'd; and then 
tells them, Labour not for the 
Meat which periſbeth, but for the | 
Meat which endureth to everlaſting | 
Life, which the Son of Man ſhall | 
give you ; (here our Saviour al- 


lading to the Meat they had 


eaten, calls himſelf Meat which 
endureth to eternal Life ) they 


ſaid, What ſhall we do that we 


may work, the Works of Go? 


Feſus anſwered, --- This is the 
Work of God, that ye believe on 
him whom he hath fent. Now 


theſe People were fo ſtupid, fo 


incredulous, and ſo indocible, 
that notwithſtanding the great 
Miracle he wrought before them 
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o tbe Day before, in feeding them 
e as above, they faid unto him, 
o What Sign ſheweſt thou that we 
, may fee and believe thee ? What 
t doft thou work? As if our Lord 
had not proy'd ſufficiently to 
> = chem, that he was the Meſhah 
n by the Excellency of his Doctrine, 
ze and the Weight and Number of 
his Miracles. They went on and 
= ſaid, Our Fathers did eat Manna 
in the Deſart, as it is written, He 
gave them Bread from Heaven 10 
eat: Then Fefas ſaid unto them, 
| Moſes gave you not the Bread from 
Heaven, but my Father grueth you 
he true Bread from Heaven: For 
- © the Bread of God is be which 
e = cometh down from Heaven, and 
mn © giveth Life unto the World. Here 
our Lord alluding to the Word 
o Bread, which the Fews ſpoke of, 
e, calls himſelf propter eminentiam, 
it the true Bread from Heaven. 
n hen ſaid they unto him, Lord, 


ever 
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ever more give us this Bread + 
and J7eſus ſaid unto them, I am 


the Bread of Life': He that 


| © cometh to me ſball never hunger g\ 
he that ii believeth on me ſhall. 
never thirſt, i. e. common Bread 


ſupports the Body but for a 
Time, and Tama ſucceeds: 
But he that believes in Jeſus 
ſhall be more ſupported in his 
Soul by that Faith, than the 
Body is 4 common Bread; for 
4 Faith ſhou'd be eternal 
Food to his Soul to endure for 
ever. Here our Saviour makes 
a Tranſition from natural Food, 

which they were too fond of, ö 
to ſpiritual Food which they 
did not regard. To take 4 | 


= from their too much mind- 


g this World, and tells them, 
7, e 2 5 have ſeen me and believed. 
not, which is a plain Anſwer 
to their Sedo What Sign 
| Jn thou that we may fee and. 


be- 
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believe thee ?. St. John vi. 30. 
Then our Saviour goes on with 


the Proſecution of the ſame Me- 
taphor (ſeeing their Infidelity) 


ſaying, I am the living Bread 
which came domn from Heaven; 
if any Man eat of this Bread he 


Jhall live for ever ; and. the Bread 


that I will give Fax: the Life of the 
World is my Fleſh. The Jews 
therefore ſtrove amongſt them- 
ſelves, ſaying, How can this Man 
give us his Fleſh to eat? 

The Infidel Jews contend with 
the Bcheving Zews touching this 
Expreſſion ; and the former be- 
ing hardned (as Pharaoh at firſt 


Red himſelf, and then God 
judicially hardned him more) 


our Lord advances the Meta- 


phor ſomewhat higher, and ſaid 


- a double Aſſeveration; Verily, 
Verily, I ſay unto you, except ye 
eat the Fleſh of the Son of —_ 


ny Fo IS. bis Blood, ye have 10 


Lie 
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Life in ye. Wheſo earn my Fleſh, 


and drinketh my Blood, hath eter. 


nal Life, and I will raiſe him up 
at the laſt Day: For my Fleſh 
is Meat indeed, and my "Blood is 


Upon theſe Words the Infidel 
Jews that were fo attach d to 


_—_— tho? he was pleasd, 


n great Condeſcenſion to their 


Seubborneſs and Infidelity before 
they left him, to tell them thus, --- 
It is the Spirit that quickeneth, the 
Fleſh profiteth nothing: The Words 
that I ſpeak unto you, they are 


Spirit and they are Life: As if 


he had faid, How come you to 
be thus ſtrangely miſtaken ? Can 
ye imagine that I ſpeak literally 


unto you? Can you think that 


I am really Bread? Is there any 
fuch thing literally as living 
t - 


Drink indeed. He Na eateth my 
Fleſh, and drinketh ny Blood, 
dwelleth in me, and T1 in Bim. 


the World left following our 


| that 1 ſpeak unto you, they are 
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0 Bread 2: Can Bread literally | be 
= Fleſh ? And as there can. be no 
S ſuch thing literally as living 
Bread, or Bread litterally at the 
fame time be. Fleſh; ſo you may 


calily imagine that when I told 
you, that except ye cat the Fleſh 


ot the Son of Man, and drink 

his Blood, ye have no Life in 
you; that this Expreſſion was 
2 Continuation of the ſame Me- 
| taphor, and to be taken in a 
ſpiritual Senſe, and not in a 
literal: And ſo it appears, that 


St. Peter, and the reſt of the 


believing Jews underſtood. I 
hope this will give you Satisfa- 
Cion, that this relates not at all 


to the Sacrament ; but it it did 


it is very plain (ar leaſt to 
me) that this Expreſſion makes 


not at all for, but entirely againſt 
Tranſubſtantiation; elſe what 
mean theſe Words, The Words 


Spirit 
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Spirit and they are Life + 2 If all 
that our Saviour ſaid were to 
be taken in a Literal, and not | 
a Metaphorical or Spiritual Senſe, 


then theſe laſt Words muſt not re 
be Words, --- but they” muſt be < 
Spirit and Life Now how i 
Words literally are Spirit and 
Life, I deſire you'll inform mie 
in your next: Beſides it is the « 


moſt abſurd Doctrine that ever 


enter d into the Heart of Man < 
to conceive, and gives fuch an c 
Offence to the Chriſtian Reli- 


gion, that your Romiſh Church can | 
never atone for it: It makes 


ſome Men throw off the Chri- j 
ſtian Religion, and hinders others 


from embracing it. What wou d 
a” judicious and learned Hea- | 

then ſay, that coming from 
China into Europe ſhould read 


the Inſtitutes of Moſes, and thoſe | 

of Jeſus Chriſt, and finding the | 

former to point at the = | , 
an 


em hard car him all up 
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and that thoſe of our Lord = 
incomparably better than what 
all the Heathen Philoſophers have 


collectively taught Mankind, with 


reſpect to the Duty we owe to 
3 God to Man, and our ſelves, 
and even towards the: inferior 
Nature, and yet ſhou'd find a 
Sett of Men ls themſelves 
= Chriſtians, uſurping Infallibility, 

damning all that are not of their 
Communion, and teaching at 
the ſame time, that a Prieſt ſay- 
ing ca few Words over a iert 
of Bread, or a Wafer, 


ſhouꝰ d 
make that Bread or Wafer a 
God; and when he had ſo done, 
he ſhou'd firſt fall down, wor- 


| ſhip and adorc him, and then 
cat him all up; 
give him to five hundred People 


and after that 


and they every one of 
like- 
wiſe ; and this done at a * 


ſand Places at one and the ſame 
Time ! Wou'd 


molke, 


2 LETTER, &c. 
I Woud not „he 1ay, if | the : 
Words the Prieſts ſaith makes the 
Bread a God, ſhew me the 
Change that is made of this 
=D after this Conſecration? 
Til! ſpew you a Piece of Bread 
conſecrated, and and another un- 
conſecrated, and I believe: the 
Pope himſell, nor a General Coun- 
cil, fab Pope preſiding, will not 
be able to diſtinguiſh one from 
the other. Was not this Bread 
fit to make a Pudding before 
Conſecration? And is it not fit 
to do ſo. now, ſaving the Uſc to 
which it is dedicated: May not 
Vermin eat and conſume. it as 
well after as before Conſecration, 
if it come in their Way? What! 
maya Mouſe cat a God! This the 
is as abſurd a Doctrine and Pra- an; 
ctice as what * Iſaiah repreſents of ha 
the wa: 
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the ſorciſh * Jews touching their 
e Idolatry in his Time: They plan- 

ted Trees, the Rains ae 
is them, they cut them domn; with 


Part they made a Fire to warm 


themſelves ; with Part to Bake and 
* Roaſt , with the Reſidue they made 
| 1 God and fell down and worſhip 4 
it, and pray d to it, and ſaid, de- 
3 7 me for n art my God: 


Then follows, They have not known 


nor underſtood ; for he hath ſhut 
their Eyes that they cannot ſee, 


and their Hearts that they cannot 


underſtand, i. e. for a Newt of 
their Faculties; they forfeit and 
loſe them, as appears by the ſub- 


ſequent Verfe. Suppoſe one had 
been ſo barbarous as to cut off 


the Fleſh from our Lord's Body, 


and to have cat it, and to 
have drank his Blood when he 
was in this World : Wou'd that, 


F- > - 1 
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d'ye think, have been ſo meri— 
torious an Act as to have ſaved 
him that did it in the next? Yet 
that wou'd have been eating his 
Fleſh indeed, and drinking his | 
Blood indeed in a literal Senſe, 3 
which your Church contends for. 
Theſe nd, forty ſuch groſs Ab- 
ſurdities do follow 3 this 
Doctrine, Which a wiſe Hcathen 
wou'd moſt naturally infer : From i ex: 
thence he wou'd conclude, that a b 
the Precepts of the Goſpel, with but 
reſpe&t to their Morality, are are 
admirable, but the Credenda ab- ing 
ſurd. I cou'd ſay a great deal to 

more upon this Head, but this if the; 
Doctrine is ſo abſurd in it ſelf this 
that Fm weary of ſaying ſo ties. 
much; nothing but an unhappy | licie 
Education in the Roman Church, the 
from Mens Infancy, cou'd pre- our 
vail wich them to admit this whe 
Doctrine. We ſack in Errors, | ſton 
with our Mother's Milk. Wearcfi wan 

taught 
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taught when we are Children 


to be afraid of Bull-beggars ; 
and when we are Men, we can 
EZ ſcarce throw oft the Idea. 
one Man in a Thouſand, or Wo- 
man in ten Thouſand, can re- 
ject an erroneous Doctrine taught 
them in their Youth, We go 


Not 


on like Carriers Horſes in the 


beaten and known Road, never 
examining whether there is not 
a better Way: We reliſh nothing 
but what we are uſed to; few 
are ſo inquiſitive and diſtinguiſh- 
ing; few have ſuch a Palace as 
to caſte any thing that is not 
their daily Food; and yet, alas! 
this is not for want of Facul- 
tles. 


We have Powers and Abi- 


lities to do all this, to examine 
the Principles we were taught in 
Z our Youth, and to bring them, 
hen of Age, to the Touch- 
ſtone of Reaſon : Tis not for 
want of Faculties (for then we 


ſhou d 
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ou'd be excuſable) but for the 


5 uſmg them, that we continue 
in the erroneous Way we were 
taught: So that to God be the 
Sr, but to Man the Shame. 
I mig Ge run thro' the reſt of the 
Aces eſtabliſh'd in your Trent 
Synod, which are contrary to the 
Articles of Faith in the three firſt 
Centuries, and wherein we Pro- 


teſtants differ from you, and | 


ſhew you the Reaſons thereof; 


but this has been done by Þ 


many of our Engliſh Divines 
that it is wholly necdleſs. 


Your adoring God in an un- 
known Tongue, is ſo great an 
Offence, and ſo expreſly againſÞ 
Scripture, that cou'd I ſwallow 


all your new-invented, abſurd 


Doctrines, I think I might law-ſ 


fully ſeparate from he Roman 


Church 55 that only Cauſe. A 

you have commended a Book off 

two to me, let me commend on 
| : 5 (0 


to you; it has this Title, The 
| Corruptions of the Church of Rome, 


! I have writ to you are my own 
genuine Thoughts; and that not- 
withſtanding our Difference in 
| Religion, I am, with much Sin- 
| cerity, 
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c. But I do aſſure you, what 


Dear SIR, 
Tiour moſt Aſfectionate 
Humble Servant, 


W. Bulſtrode. 


My Letter is too long already, 
even by this Way of anſwer- 
ing yours; but if I had 
taken another Method, and 

anſwered the ſame Paragraph 
by Paragraph, it wou'd have 
been much longer, which 
cauſed me to chuſe this Way. 


E 2 Doctor 
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Doctor N 0 9 D 


7 T 0 3 
Whitelocke Bulſtrode, Eſq; 


755 Received Yours, 
dated the 3 oth of Jul), 
which I wou'd have 

A anſwcr'd before, had 1 
come ſooner from the Campai gn: 
It much ſurprized me; for in- 


ſtead of anſwering mine, which 


infiſted on the Church, ſhewing 


the abſolute Neceſſity of it, = 4 
the Uncertainty of our Faith 
you run Diviſions 
about Pilgrimages, Praying to _ j 
all! 


without it, 


Saints, Tranſubſtantiation, 


Sir, 


be repeated, much leſs refuted. 


Wherefore I ſhall paſs by all 
ih yours, that docs not belong 


to the Queſtion, and ſhall only 
take notice of what belongs to it, 
as being not proper to quit a 
Point before that it be cleared. 
In Yours I find very few things 
thar are to the Purpoſe : The 
firſt is, your Anſwer to all the 


Difficulties which I made to you 
about the Scripture, being the 


Rule of Faith, viz. Thar 

having our Tranſlations of the 
Bible, as well as your own, 
you cou'd compare them, and 
ſee how they agree, and ſo find 
out the Truth: But what Se- 
curity have you, that the Greek 
! Copies, from which both our 
Bible and yours were tranſlated, 


TD ” were 
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which had nothing to do with 
the Queſtion in Nee letting 
drop two or three profane Witti- 
ciſms, which are not fic to 
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were true; and that nothing 


was omitted or added to them; 


or that even the Points were not 


changed, which alone is enough : 


to — the Senſe of the Text? 
Or how can you truſt theſe 
Copies, ſince that you had them 


from our Church, which is a 


corrupted Church! Are not you 
afraid leſt that corrupted Church 


ſhou'd inſert corrupted Texts in | 


the Scripture to favour its Cor- 
ruptions, ſince that it has had 
the Scripture in its Cuſtody for 


ſo many hundred Years ? For 


my Part I don't ſce that you 


have the leaſt Security for the 
Greek Copics, ſuppoſing that they 


are truly tranſlated: Perchance 
you may tell me that theſe may 
be compared with other Greek 
Copies and Manuſcripts, by 


which the Truth may be found 


out. But your lIcarned Biſhop 
Uſher tells us quite another Story; 
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for he ſays that he found the 


Lections ſo various, that he was 
afraid of oubliſhing chem, leſt 
he ſhou'd make the whole be 
queſtioned. 

Now what a pretty Condition 
muſt a Perſon be in, who is to 
fiſh out his Faith out of theſe 
various Lections? I am afraid 
chat you will find very few Per- 
ſons capable of ach a Work; 
and thoſe who are may perchance 
find their Life too ſhort for it: 
So that you ſee that this Anſwer 
falls ſhort of what you intended 
it for, and much more for the 


other Difficulties which I in- 


ſtanced in my laſt about the 
Scripture being the Rule of 


| Faith, and which therefore I ſhall 


not here repeat. You miſtake 


me mightily, if you think char I 


am againſt the Uſe of our Rea- 


ſon in finding out the true Church, 
or in reading the Scripture. I 


am 
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Rule of Faith, that is Scripture 
| as 
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-am ſo far from ſuch a Thought, 
that T know it is impoſſible to 


find out the Truth without Rea- 
ſon :* But de gd“ am not for 


our relying” on our Reaſon pre- 4 
ferably to the Catholick Church, | 
or for putting it in Balance wich 1 


its Authority, becauſe God has 
promiſed to direct her in all 
Truth, ſo that the Gates of Hell 


may never prevail againſt her; 


but he never promiſed ſo to 
aſſiſt our Neaſon; and therefore 


when it has once found out which 


is the Catholick Church, it has 


nothing more to do, but to reſt 


fatisfred in Her Fudgment, and 
follow her Directions, as Dr. Field 
tells us. Neither am I, as you 
think, for prreferingTradition be- 
fore the Scripture ; but I am for 


making uſe of Tran for the 


on of Scripture, and 
ſo I grant Scripture to be the 
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| as er by the Catholick 
5 Church, and not as it is intrepre- 
ted by private Perſons, which 
r & muſt deſtroy the Authority of 
the Church, and give an Inlet to 
all Opinions, let them be ever 
h ſo extravagant, as I have already 
5 proved to you in my other Let- 
ters; fo that if we conſult our 
1 Reaſon, it will tell us, that it is 
much more reaſonable to belicve 
o the Catholick Church, which canꝭt 
e err in the Interpretation of the 
h | Scriptures, than our ſelves. 
s Since therefore we are both 
agreed that the Univerſal Chriſtian 
Church cant err, is it not the 
ſhorteſt Cut for us both to find 
our this Church, and to ſee rather 
- | whar ſhe ſays of the Points in 
ra diſpute, than to break our Brains 
e | 5 the Senſe of Scripture, 
d which we may very well miſtake, 
e | but ſhe can't. 
e | Your Simile of a Mine of Gold 
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is hke your Houſe on Fire, which 


I anſwered in my laſt, which 
Anſwer ſerves for this here but 
ſince that you don't ſeen o com- 
rehend it, I ſhall anſwer it again. 
ou ſuppoſe that the Senſe of 


Scripture is as evident as Gold is 


evi ently different from Silver; 
but there is no Parity betwixt theſe 


Now the Senſe of Scripture is 
not evident to our Senſes, as 
Gold and Silver are; but we 


muſt find it out by Pint of Rea- 


ſon, which 1s far 5 being cer- 
tain in its Dictates. Next, had 
you an infallible Perſon to direct 
you in diſtinguiſning Metals, as 

we have an infallible * 


l believe that you wou'd truſt him 


to diſtinguiſh the Metals rather 
than your ſelf. 

Wherefore the nextThing which 
we have to do is to find out this 


two ; for the one is the Object | 
of Reaſon, and the other of Senſe. 
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Catholick or Univerſal Chriſtian 
Church, which you and all Prate- 
ſtants confeſs, as I think, to be in- 
fallible. Now, I ſay, chat this Ca- 
tholick Church muſt be either ours 
alone, or yours alone, or both 


= joynd together, or elſe ours and 
ours, with all other Chriſtian So- 


cieties; but yours alone can't be 
it, becauſe it is neither Catholick in 
Time nor Place, for it has only 

exiſted ſince Harry the VIllchs ö 
Time, and never extended it 
ſelf beyond the King of Eng- 
lands Dominions. But per- 

chance you may ſay that your 

Church is the ſame with ours, 
and that you have only Reform- 
ed its Errors; ſo that the ſame 


Church ſtill exilts in yours, only 


with this Difference, that it is 
now Reformed. If you think 
ſo, pray give me leave to ask 
you one Queſtion ; whether the 
Church that you pretend co Re- 

form 
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form was the Catholick Church! 
If it was, then firſt it is moſt cer- 


tain that it coud never admit of | 
Errors: Next I wou'd fain know Z 


by what Authority cou'd a few 


private Perſons pretend to Reform 1 


or Judge her Doctrines? 


Jam are if they cou'd, both i 


you and | have the fame Privi- 
lege, as I have already proved 
to you. 


Heaven to eſtabliſh his Church 


upon ſuch a weak or ſandy Foun- 
dation, as to have it to be regula- | 
ted by Scriptures, and it to be 


interpreted by particular Per- 


ſons? Can you ſuppoſe that the ; 


Engliſh Government wou'd ſub- 
fiſt long, notwithſtanding the 
e of the Laws, if they 


were left ro be interpreted by | 


particular Perſons Or don't 
you believe that from ſuch a 


Principle, nothing wou'd reſult 


but 


Can you believe that 
our Saviour came down from 


thority, which was committed 
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but Diviſions and inteſtine Diſ- 
cords, inſtead of Unity and 
Peace, if there were not Judges 
8 appointed to decide and deter- 
mine Differences, notwithſtand- 


ing the Goodneſs of the Laws ? 


If you think fo, I wou'd fain 


know how you can ſuppoſe that 
the Divine Wiſdom ſhou'd leave 
his Church to be governed by the 


@ Scripture as interpreted by private 


Perſons ? 
Lam ſure it is much more rea- 


ſonable that he ſhou'd leave the 


Power of interpreting the Laws 
of the Church to thoſe to whom 
he committed the Power of 
Governing the Church, promiſing 


them his Spirit to gurde them 
in all Truth, which Commiſſion 


he firſt gave to his Apoſtles, 
who according to emergent Oc- 
caſions of the Times, writ the 
New Teſtament. Now this Au- 
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to them, deſcended to their Suc- it 
ceſſors, upon whoſe Authority the * 
Books of Scripture were receiv'd tu 
as Canonical; therefore St. Augu- Þ © 
ine ſays, Non crederem Erange- V 
lio niſi me commoveret Eccleſia Bi 
autoritas; conſequently no pri- R 
vate Authority upon what Text 0 
ſoever, can be of any Weight v 
againſt the Authority of the 18 
Church. Your Inſtance of St. Pauls dic 
Advice to the Bereans to ſearch Þ x 
the Scripture is not to the Pur- Þ 22 
poſe: For moſt certainly if I were ſve 
to argue with a Few, I wou'd not | Th 
cite either the New Teſtament, or the 
the Catholick Church to prove not 
that the Meſſias is come, be- tha 
cauſe they muſt be of no Force I Chi 
with him; but I wou'd endea- I nfl: 
vour to convince him by the Vas 
Old Teſtament, which he ac- bon: 
knowledges to be Divine; as and 
1 do you by the Authority the 
of the Catholick Church upon ] ber. 
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whole Veracity you receive rhe Scrip- 
As to the other Branch of my 


Queſtion, which was, If the Chunk 
which you reformed were not the 


| Catholick Church, what had your 


Reformers to do with it? Why did 


not you leave that Work to thoſe to 
vhom God had committed the Go- 
vernment of his Church? And why 


did you not adhere to it vithout 


meddling with the Buſineſs which did 


| not concern you? But you will an- 


ſwer me as you have done already, 


That it concerns cvery one to defend 
the Truth. 
not left Means to defend it: But ſince 


1 grant it, if God had 


that he has eſtabliſh'd Governors in his 
Church to that end, it is their Buſi- 


| neſs to whom the care of the Church 
vas committed, and not private Per- 
ſons, who had no ſuch Commiſſion, 
and whoſe Buſineſs vas to ſubmit to 


the Church, and not to rebel againſt 
her, 
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to them, deſcended to their Suc- F 
ceſſors, upon whoſe Authority the ÞW 
Books of Scripture were receiv'd tt 
as Canonical; therefore St. Auga- i < 
fline ſays, Non crederem -Evange- | * 
lio niſi me commoveret Eccleſia 8 
autoritas; conſequently no pri- R 
vate Authority upon what Text n 
ſoever, can be of any Weight v 
againſt the Authority of th VE 
Church. Your Inſtance of St. Pauls dis 
Advice to the Bereans to ſearch Þ m. 
the Scripture is not to the Pur- | 2 
poſe: For moſt certainly if I were {v 
to argue with a Jew, I wou'd not II 
Cite either the New Teſtament, or the 
the Catholick Church to prove no 
that the Meſſias is come, be- tha 
cauſe they muſt be of no Force Ch 
with him; but I wou'd endea- ne 
vour to convince him by the va. 
Old Teſtament, which he ac- ] {on 
knowledges to be Divine; as and 
I do you by the Authority the 
of” the RACE: Church upon | her 
whoſe [SL 
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whole Veracity you receive the Scrip- 


| tures. As to the other Branch of my 


Queſtion, which was, If the Church 
which you reformed were not the 
Catholick Church, what had your 


| Reformers to do with it? Why did 

not you leave that Work to thoſe to 
E whom God had committed the Go- 
vernment of his Church? And why 


did you not adhere to it without 


Z meddling with the Buſineſs which did 
not concern you? But you will an- 
ſwer me as you have done already, 
| That it concerns cvery one to defend 
| the Truth. 1 grant it, if God had 
not left Means to defend it: Bur ſince 
that he haseſtabliſh'd Governors in his 
Church to that end, it is their Buſi- 
neſs to vhom the care of the Church 
vas committed, and not private Per- 


ſons, who had no ſuch Commiſſion, 


and whoſe Buſineſs was to ſubmit ro 
the Church, and not to rebel againſt 
her. 


G : ä 


3 * 
. 


e _ 
2 


r — * hs 


98 LETTERS, &c. 
Your great Miſtake, Sir, in,this Diſ- , 
pute lies here; you ſuppoſe that we muſt , 
judge of the Purity of the Church WF ; 
by the Purity of its Doctrine, and the 
Purity of the Doctrine by che Scrip- 
ture; and therefore you concluding 
that the Doctrines of our Church are 
corrupt, according to your Senſe of 
the Scripture, infer that our Church 
cannot be the true ( hurch. I 
No youdon't perceive the Fallacy ; th 
for this is explaining ignotum per igno- 
tins, becauſe the Purity of Doctrine is 
quid ignotum, and the Senſe of Scrip- 
ture is yet quid ignotius. Z 
Jo illuſtrate this matter, we ſhall |? ; 
ſuppoſe that a Turk who is ill ſatisfied 
with his Religion, and has a mind to 
be a Chriſtian, but ſeeing ſo many | 
Diviſions amongſt us, can't determine] ſtian 
his Choice, ſhou'd apply himſelf to] rin 
you, and ask you to what Society of] them 
Chriſtians you wou'd adviſe him to 
alſlociate himſelf. Without dou ; 
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= wou'd fay to the Church of England; 
andi if he ſhou'd ask you, why to that 
more than to any other Church, you 
vou'd reply becauſe that it profeſſes 
the pureſt Doctrine. That is very 
= well, ſays the Turk; but how ſhall I 
re know that: You will anſwer him, By 
the Scripture ; but then he will reply, 
Ho ſhall I know the true Senſe of 
the Scripture ; by which, and not by 
the Letter, the Purity of Doctrine is 
0- to be tryed? You may perhaps an- 
15 ſwer to this, that the Senſe of Scrip- 
p- | rare in points of Doctrine is plain. 
That can't be, ſays he: For it is im- 
all poſſible that there ſhou'd be ſo many 
red Diſpures and Diviſions amongſt Men 
to of Learning and Probity, if the matter 
ny of Doctrine were plain; but the Chri- 
ine ſtians being thus divided about Do- 
to] Arines, and damning one another for 
of them, is a Demonſtration that the 
to Senſe of Scripture in regard of Do- 
vou] ctrines or Articles of Faith is not 
ud 5 ĩ ĩ;»m4ëů plain, 
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plain, or 'that Chriſtians are not Men | 

of Learning and Probity. You can't Ne 
but own that a Twrk thus arguing a- 
gainſt you is unanſwerable. But it 
ſhou'd he apply himſelf to a Roman | 
Catholick, the Catholick wou'd ſay 
that our Saviour when on Earth con- 
ſtituted a Church ro whoſe Paſtors he 
lefr his Spirit, to guide them in all 2 
Truth, fo that his Church might ne- 
ver fall into Errors and Diviſions, and 
tho' ir ſhou'd be diffuſed thro' the 
whole World, converting Infidel Na- 

tions to the Chriſtian Faith, yer it i 
ſhou'd profeſs but one Faith, and con- 
tinue ſo to the end of the World. So 
that your only Buſineſs at preſent is | 
to find out among all the Chriſtian 
Churches, which is that Church which | 
has continued without interruption M7 
from our Saviour's time till ours, 
converting Infidel Nations, and to fol- 
low her Directions dern ſhe can't 
err, having our Saviour's Promiſe to] 
protect her. Your 


3 
HRT 


Youralledging the Lollards for the 


exiſtence of your Church before H. 
VIIch's days, is but a poor Support for 


it. 

For firſt it is moſt certain that they 
and you differ in many Points, and 
conſequently cou'd not make one 
Church., Next, that tho' they had nor, 
yet it wou'd have availed you very 
little; becauſe that they were con- 


demned by the only Chriſtian Church 
5 then in being, which was the Roman 


Catholick Church, and conſequently 


it muſt be the Catholick Church, 


and they juſtly condemned. Thirdly, 
if you think your cauſe any thing 
the berter for having ſome Ancient 
Hereticks, who profeſs ſome of your 
Doctrines, and oppoſe ſome of Ours; 
I coa'd furniſh you with very carly 
Examples of that nature, but they 
being condemned by the Cuholick 
Church makes for us, and againſt 
you, 
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the Word Church in Scripture. I thought 


my diſtinguiſhing particular Churches 
from the Catholick Church had been 
ſufficient to let you know, that I was 
not ignorant of them. I am ſorry to 
find that you reliſh the Queſtion of 
Qaeftions ſo little; it laying the Ax to 
the Root of the Tree, I confeſs I 
have never read it, but I have heard 
it much commended, and therefore, 
and becauſc that it treated the Subject 
we had in hand, I hoped that it might | 


have ſaved both you and me ſome 


pains. 


| 1 find by yours, you think I don't 3 
comprehend the two Acceptations of 


IIS 


As for my prejudice of Education, 
to which you attribute my adhering 
to the Doctrines of the Roman Catho- 
lick Church, you are mightily out.. 
For I have been Educated with a pre- 
judice againſt that Church, and yet 
notwithſtanding, its Truth forced me 


to follow her; the thing which fit. 


ſtartled Þ 


; | Nov. 29, 1709, and Affectionate Brother, 
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ſtartled me was hearing the Doctors at 


Oxford citing the Fathers to the fifth 


Century, as Oppoſers of the Doctrine 


of Tranſubſtantiation, praying to 


Z Saints, Purgatory, and the like; and 
finding the contrary true in them, For 
l cou'd ſcarce read any of them, in 
Z whom 1 did not find thoſe Doctrines 


caught, Theſe unfincere Dealings 
made me begin to queſtion the Tenets 
of the Church of England, being well 
aſſured that Truth needs no Falſities 
to ſupport it. Afterwards J read Bi- 
ſhop Jewel, Chillingworth and Stilling- 


fleet; Men of another fort of a Cha- 


racter than Dr. Bull. This I think 
ſufficient to rectify your Opinion a- 
bout the prejudice of my Education, 


and I wiſh that it may have the ſame 
effect in other points alſo, which wou'd 


be no ſmall ſatisfaction to, 
-” 
Tour moſt Obedient Humble Servant 


Wood. 
8 4 SIR, 
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Nins bee. 
SIR, 3 20. 1709. 


See no Reaſon that mine of July laſt i 
ſhou'd ſurprize you, ſince | believe = 
it is not from the Novelty of the 
Errors of your Church, which I have 
only touched upon, the which Ican- 
not preſume you are a Stranger to; 
and therefore ſhou d not ſurprize you : 
But as you (in great Civility) ſay, you 
find fev things therein to the purpoſe; 
the which give me leave to examine. 
All your Letters terminate in this, The 
Authority of the Church. You cry down 
the Scriptures, advance Tradition, 
and ſer up the Authority of the Church 
above the Word of God. Now hav- | 
ing ſhewn you in my firſt, that the 
Scriptures are the only Rule of Faith, 
and are ſufficient for Salvation; that 
the Word Church hath but rwo Ac- 
ceptations, the one a few Perſons met 
together to ſerve God, the other the 
Faithful diſperſed throughout the 
95 World, 
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World, knit together in one Faith, 


under one Head, 


Church of Geneva. But becauſe I 

had in Charity allowed her to be a 
part of the Catholick Church, (tho 
a corrupt one) having diſmiſſed your 
long ſtory of the Authority of the 
Romiſs Church, I thought it to the 
purpoſe to thew you, that your Romiſs 
Church is ſo far from being the true 
Catholick Church, excluſive of others 
that are not of her Communion; 


that I think her the moſt unſound part 


of the Catholick Church in the whole 
World; and therefore expoſed ſome 


7 of her Errors, and abſurd Dodrines 


as a proof thereof. 
You and I differ in this; you think 


| that God has left a Temporal Viſible 


Head of che Church who is the Pope, 
who preſiding over a convenient num- 
ber of Biſhops, have Power to deter- 


Jeſus Chriſt: I con- 
ceived, | had nothing more to do 
with your Church of Rome, than the 


mine 
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and fo 1 doubt not but he will be 


mine AAR ede of n hey 
pleaſe, and enjoyn all Chriſtians, on 
pain of Damnation, to believe the 
ſame. Theſe People you call che Ro- 
miſh Catholick Apoſtolical Church: 


And whatever is {aid in Scripture touch- 


ing the Church, and that the Gates of 
Hell ſhall not prevail againſt it, you 


apply preſently to your Romiſh Church, 
which is the moſt abſurd thing in the 


World in my Opinion, for the reaſons 


I have given you in my former. Now 
I think that the Scripture has not told 
us of any ſuch viſible Head, nor promi- 


fed to any repreſentative Body of Men, 
Infallibility; nor given them ſuch a 


Power to determine in matters of Faith, 
and enjoyn them on pain of Damnation 
to believe them. But indeed in m 
ſecond Senſe of the Word Church 


God hath promiſed to be vith the 
Church, and ſo hath been from the 


time of our Lord Chriſt, to this day, 


to 
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vio the end of the World. But to 


F ſarisfy you further touching the Au- 
@ choriry of the Church. If the Word 
Church muſt not be the diffuſed, but a 


: | Repreſentative Body of the Church 


hath the Scripture told us, who theſe 


Z Repreſentatives ſhall be? Shall they be 
Ja parc of the Clergy, or the whole 


= Clergy 2 If part of the Clergy, what 


part? If the whole, 'tis impracticable 


to call them together. But why muſt 
the Clergy be the Church? They are 
the Paſtors of the Flock of Chriſt, 
but not the Flock; any more than the 


; Drummers and Trumpeters of an Ar- 


my are the Army. No Man is to be 
muy Repreſentative unleſs I chuſe him; 
but if I ſhou'd chuſe him, to think 
that vhat he and a Hundred Men more 
met in a Body, of which peradven- 
ture Forty nine are of one Opinion, 
and Fifty one of another, and the Ma- 
jority muſt carry it; and what the 
Majority fancies for an Article of Faith, 
; : * that 


= 
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that I muſt believe (tho? I ſee no Rea- 
ſon for it) on pain of Damnation; 
is the moſt ſenſeleſs thing in the World. 
The greateſt Numbers are not always 
the Wieſt; and ſince you have named 
the Gartons: Chilling worth, let me quote 3 
you a paſſage from him, which is 
much to the popes touching our pre- 
ſent Debate. * By the Religion of Pro- 
Teftants, I do not underſtand the Do- 2 
Frine of Luther, or C:lvin, or Me- 
lancthon, nor the Confeſſion of Augs- 
burg, or Geneva, nor the Catechiſm of 
Hedelberg, nor the Articles of the 
Church of England, but the Bible, the 
Bible, I fay the Bible only is the Re- 
ligion of 1 Nhat ſoewer elſe 
they may believe as matter of Faith 
and Religion, they cannot do it with 
coherence to their own ground, nor require 
the Belief of it of others, without moſt | 
high and moſt Schiſmatical Pre- 


* 


— 
9 


— 


pProteſtant Religion a ſafe way, Cap. 6. Sect. 56. 


- | ſumption. I for my part, after a long 
and (as I werily believe and hope) Im- 
partial Search of the true way to Eter- 


nal Happineſs, do profeſs plainly, that 
2 my Feet, but upon this Rock only. 


= cils againſt Councils, ſome Fathers a- 
| gainſt others, the ſame Fathers againſt 
: | > ak 1 a Conſent of Fathers of one 
Age, againſt a Conſent of Fathers of a- 
nother Age; and the Church of one 
Age, againſt the Church of another Age: 
= Traditive Interpretations of Scriptue are 
= pretended, but few or none to be found: 
o Tradition, but only of Scripture, can 
dierive itſe f from the Fountain. 
In a Word, there is no ſufficient Cer- 
= tainty but of Scripture only for any con- 
” ſidering Man to build upon: This there- 
| fore, and this only, I have reaſun to 
believe: this I will profeſs, according 
to this I will live, and for this if there 
be Occafe on, 1 will not only willingly 
"2" 
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| I cannot find any Reſt for the Sole 9 | 


| J plainly, and with my 0Wwn Eyes, bg 
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but gladly loje my Life, tho' I frould be | 
ſorry that Chriſtians fhou'd take it from 


Me. 


The Church of the 


Romi ſs Church now hath: And as 


lity, as the Chriſtian Church, for the 
as over this; and. vifible Prophets that 
proved their Miſſion by Miracles, were 
occaſionally ſent ro direct them: and 


yet did not the Fewiſh Church fall in- 


to Idolatry, in the days of Elias, even 


as a Church? And did not the Sanhe- 
drim, the Jewiſh Council, with a High 
Prieſt pref] ding over thery, (which 


may reſemble the Pope fitting in Coun- Þ 
cil) condemn our Lord to Death, and 
his Hiſt — St. Stephen! 7 3 


Where 


Thus far Chillingworth. | 
Jews was the 
true Church of God, both in the days 
of Elias, and in the time of our Sa- 
viour: had a thouſand times better 
Pretenſions then, to be the Church of 
God, excluſive of others, than the 


much reaſon to pretend to Infallibi- | 


da God preſided over that Church 
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3e Where was the Infallibility of this 
Church, when theſe things were done 
„ by ic? and did not the Gates of Hell 
he prevail againſt Her? Bur if you take 
ys I the Word Church in my fecond Senſe, 
a. then the Gates of Hell did not prevail 
er againſt her; for there were the little 
of Flock of the Church left, vix. 7000, 
1e who in the time of Elias had not 


bers of the Jewiſh Sanhedrim, and 


Z conſent to the Murder of our Lord, 

nor of St. Stephen. 

= Your Antiquiry and Univerſality 
are ſenſeleſs Marks of the Church. 1s 

n | not Error and Sin as old as Adam? 


were not theſe always viſtble? 
lou ask me a very odd Queſtion 
touching the Veracity of our Tranſ- 
| lation of the Bible, and hat Security 
Wwe 


15 bovwed their Knees to Baal; Nicodemus, 
and Joſeph of Arimathea, and divers 


E thoſe not of the Sanhedrim, did not 


and is not Falſhood and Wickedneſs 
Univerſal over the whole Earth? And 
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we have that the Greek Copier from | 
which both your and our Bible were 
tranſlated, are true, and that nothing 
auas omitted or added to them, or that 
even the Points were not changed; 
which alone is enough to change the 
Senſe of the Text? This Exception or 
Queſtion in the Mouth of a Few or 
Pagan, may deſerve ſome Anſwer; but 
for a Chriſtian that hath the ſame Bi- 
ble that we have, profeſſes the ſame to 
be the Word of God, equally binding 
both Parties, the Romaniſt and the 


Proteſtant, what the meaning is of by 


ſuch a Queſtion, 1 don't underſtand: 


 Valeſs it be this, that you depreciate 
the Authority of the Bible the Book 


of God, to make way for the Inventions 
and Traditions of your Church. 
| Upon which Account, 1 think 1 
may juſtly apply to your Church, 
what our Saviour did to the Jewiſh 
Church in the like caſe : In vain do 


Je teach the ae of Men, making 
the 


the Word of God of no effect. You 
| boaſt of your Church as the fooliſh 
Jews did of their being deſcended 


no ſtead, unleſs they did the Works 
Jof their Father Abraham. I have touch- 
or Ned before, in my former Letters to you, 


or on the great Folly and Danger of truſt- 


ut ing to Traditions: For my part, I 
i- can't ſee how any prudent and honeſt 
ro Man can build any thing upon them. 
18 And as for ones being of This or That 
he Communion or Society of Men, call'd 
of by all the gilded, flouriſhing, glorious 
d: Titles of Holy, Catholick, Apoſtolick, 


re Nor whatever other Epithet, you or a- 


k Iny Man elle pleaſes to give or aſcribe 
ns to ſuch Communion; and to think 
chat to be of the number of thoſe in 
ever fo ſtrict an Union, or Fellowſhip, 
h, vill ſtand them in any ſtead, as ſuch; 
iſo is a moſt vain and fooliſh Opinion, 
do vithout any Ground of Reaſon, or 
g Authority of the Word of God. 
1 " i Are 
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from Abraham, which ſtood them in 
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Are not theſe the Marks and Eviden- 
ces of our Eternal Salvation, viz. I was 
hungry and you fed me; I was Sick and 
in Priſon, and you viſited me; I was 
Naked, and you Cloathed me. Bleſſed 
are the Poor in Spirit, for theirs is the 
Kingdom of Heaven: Bleſſed are the 
Merciful, for they ſo:ll obtain Mercy: 
Bleſſed are the Pe in heart, for they 
fall ſee God, He that practiſes theſe 
Virtues becauſe God commands them, 
and cruſts in the Merits of Chriſt for 
Salvation, and not in his own or the 
Church's Merits or Righteouſneſs 
and believes the Apoſtles Creed; Let 
him be of vhat Communion — 
1 believe will be Eternally happy, be- 
cauſe Chriſt has ſaid ſo, or to that effect. 
Oh how fond a thing is it to think 
that aſſociating of a Man's ſelf to this 
or that Society of Men, can re- 
commend us to God! We {hall all, 
at the laſt Day, ſtand or fall by our 


own Works, thro' Chriſt, 27 not 
by 


3 8 
. 
| PS 
_ 
N 1 1 
— 
74 
1 1 
; 
Dn - 
* 3 
7 q 
LY 
*, = 
©" 
9 
1 
BY 


LETTERS, .&c 1g :. 


by what Socicty of Men we have been 


of: According to your Doctrine, which | 
may be rightly called the Traditions of 
Men, inſtead of obeying the Commands 


of God, one vould think that the diſtin- 


guiſhing Character which God wou'd 
give at the laſt day, in diſcriminating 


Mankind, vou d be this: Come ye bleſſed 


of my Father, inherit the Kingdom prepa- 


red for you ; for you were a Member of the 


Holy Catholick Apoſtolick Romiſb Church, 


that damned all that were not of your 
Communion,and ſupplied the Defects of my 
Word, and have perfected the ſame by 


your Holy Traditions. But is there a- 
ny thing like this in Holy Writ, or is 


there any Senſe in it? Are not the 
perſonal Virtues of every Man, the 


Acts of Charity and Mercy, the Ex- 
| exciſe of a pure and holy Mind, and 
the being of an humble Spirit; in a 
| Word, are not the having an ardent 
| Love and Zeal for the Glory of God, 

a tender Compatlion for all Mankind, 


1 and 
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and a Meck and Holy Spirit, the only 
Characters that can recommend us ro 
God at thelaſt day? Wou'd any Wiſe 
and Good Prince or Ruler of a Peo- 
ple, when he came to take an Ac- 
count of his Servants and Subjects, 
how they had deported themſelves in 
their ſeveral Stations, ask them what 
Society of Men they had herded withal, 
or what Communion or Club they 
had been of? But rather how they had 
rformed the ſeveral Duties enjoyned 
them by their Prince, what good they 
had done in the World, how benefi- 
cial they had been to the reſt of Man- 
kind? Certainly, Sir, as the Life of 
every Man in this World is to be eſti- 
mated by us here by its Uſefulneſs, fo 
wall it be in the World to come. 
This was the Doctrine, and this. was 
the Practice of our Saviour's Life ; he 
vent about in the day time preaching 
a righteous and holy Life; pulling 
down the vile and ſenſeleſs Traditions 
. of 
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of the Doctors of the Law, doing 


Cod to the Souls and Bodies of Man- 


kind; and in the Evenings retired to 
his beloved Garden, vith his more 


beloved Diſciples, where he converſed 


with them more intimately of the 
Kingdom of Heaven and ſuperlative 
Virtues. 4 

Let us, dear Sir, follow the Holy 


Example of our Holy Lord; and then 
be aſſured, whatever Communion you 
are of, you will never miſcarry. When 
one of our Lord's Apoſtles, even Fohn 


8 himſelf, acquainted Chriſt that he ſaw 


a Man caſting out Devils in the Name 
of Chriſt, and that becauſe he followed 


not them, (Chriſt and his Apoſtles) 
he forbid him; did nor our Lord re- 


| prove him for ſo doing, by ſaying to 
him; Forbid him not; for there is no 
Man that can do Miracles in my Name, 
| that can lightly ſpeak Evil of me. 
The believing that Chriſt vas the 
| Meſſiah, and doing good to Mankind, 
EE withous 
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vithout an actual, local, perſonal Com- 
munion with Chriſt and his Apoſtles, 
yichout following his Steps literally, 
was. ſufficient at that time to make a 
Man à good Chriſtian, tho Chriſt 


was viſible on Earth: Surely the do- 
ing the lame. now, without acknow- {MW 


ledging or being of the Roman Com- 
munion, vill make us good Curiſtians 
nov, unleſs the Roman Church re- 

Jr a more perſonal Union. to her, 


han Chrut did to himſelf; or unlels 


a greater than Chriſt, your Romi/s 


| "af urch, is here. - In ſhort your Romifo 
Curch and Hierarchy, is a mere po- 


licic Inſtitution, to aggrandize dhe 
Power of the Prieſt, and to Lordi it 
oyer the Flock, the Laity: The Igno- 
rance and Superſtition of former Ages, 
and the Pride and Ambition of the. 


Bi ps of Rome, have cOnmburen 


hereunto. 


But the World, Thanks ge to God, 


is nov grown Wiſer, and the Laity 
are 


| are 


no 


= A 


all 


an 
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are Scholars as well as the Clergy, and 

not to be led by the Noſe an y long, 85 

and to follow blind Guides, 

lam with great Truth a Lover of 

all Chriſtians and of all Mankind, 

and particularly, 

SIR, 

Pour moſt Humble Servant, 


e- )))). 6 RM 


Mr. Wood to V Bulſtrode, Eſq; 
5s very forty, Sir, to find by yours 
| | dated Febr. 2oth, 1709. that I. 
{ ſhou'd be ſo unfortunate as to make 
it uſe of an Expteſſion ſo harſh as to ſhock 
you. But! hope that you will pardon 
„it, ſince that Morales Actiones à fine 
e ſbecißcantur, and that it was not my 
Intention; and I muſt not only beg 
your Pardon for that, but alſo beg 
your Leave to complain of your com- 
mitting the ſame Fault in your laſt; 
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for what has I am a Hungry, and you 
fed me, &c. bleſſed are the pure in 
Heart, &c. bleſſed are the poor in Spirit, 
| &c. or the perſonal Virtues of every 
Man, the Ads of Charity and Mercy, 
the Exerciſe of a pure and holy Mind, 
&c. to do with our preſent Diſpute of 
finding out the true Church? Had 
I affirmed that a Man cou'd be ſaved 
without theſe Virtues, you had been 
in the right; but I never ſo much as 
dreamed of any ſuch thing. Bur here 
by the by you muſt give me leave to 
tell you, that you are very much in the 
wrong if you believe that theſe and 
the like Actions can fave a Perſon | 
without the true Faith. So that a true 
Faith is abſolutely neceſſary to precede 
ſuch Actions, vithout vhich it is im- 
poſſible to pleaſe God. Now our Diſ- 
pute is, how to know the true Faith, 
which teaches us what to do to be ſa- 
red; I have already proved ro you 
that the only Means which we have 


to 
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to know it, is to find out the true 


Church, and it will teach us infallibly 


| what we are to believe, and what we 


are to do. You on the contrary think 


che Scripture alone is ſufficient for 


this: Bur I have ſufficiently demon- 


| ſtrated the contrary in my laſt Letters, 


and therefore ſhall paſs it by, only 


taking Notice of two things relating 
do its Sufficiency wichout the Church. 


Firſt, we ſee by Experience that both 
all Ancient and Modern Hereticks, 
who tho' they always made their Ap- 
peal to Scripture, yet diſagreed among 


{ themſelves, and wou'd never come to 
any Union, from whence ſpring all the ſe 
numerous Diverſities of Religion: Se- 
condly, you bring in the Creed as neceſ- 
ſary to be believed, for the Belief of 
vhich we have no Scripture, and con- 

| ſequently according to theſe Words of 


Chillingworth quoted by your ſelf, The 
Bible, the Bible I ſay, is only the Reli- 
gion of Proteſtants, whatever elſe they 
pl may 


may believe 'as Matter of Faith and il C 
Religion, they cannot do it with cohe- h. 
rence to their own Grounds. NON c 
how can you or any Proteſtant re- MW «© 
quire any one to believe the Creed, MW wy 
ſince it is not in the Bible. But you th 
wil anſwer me, that tho' the Creed, 2 
as it is made or formed, is not in MW A 
Scripture; yet all the Articles are there, P 
or deduced immediately from thence. to 
To this I anſwer, that if I cannot of 
find them there, or deduce them trom hc 
thence immediately, I am not obliged WW 
by the Grounds of Proteſtants to be- ch. 
lieve them; becauſe according to their ble 
Grounds, 1 am only to believe what I © C. 
think is according to Scripture 3 and ſir 
what I don't think according to Scrip- vl 
ture, I may reform as an Error: Pa 
for it was upon theſe Grounds” of po 


Principles the Reformation was begun; In 
and if theſe Principles had not been is 
admitted, the Reformation was ne- to 
ver to have been begun: For Luther, yo 
- Calvin, 
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Calvin, and the reſt of the Reformers, 


had nothing elſe for arraigning the 
Church then in Being of Errors, but 


their own Interpretation of Scripture, 


| which, if allowed of, muſt annihilate 


the Church. For how can there be 


a Church without Unity of Faith? 
And how can there be any Unity of 
Faith where every one is permitted 
to believe what they pleaſe? Matter 
of Fact ſhews this but too plain; for 


how many different Religions have 


there appeared in the World ſince 
that Reformation, and how is it poſh- 


ble to hinder it, ſince there is no 
Coercive Power *in the Church, and 
ſince that every one may mould it into 


| what ſhape and figure belt pleaſes his 


Fancy,which Fancy he calls Scripture ? 


For it is not Scripture, but what 
Interpretation he puts upon it, which 


is his Rule. Now this brings us back 


to our firſt Queſtion; for as I told 
you in my firſt, both you and I and 


any 


J 
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any one elſe had as much Power to 
correct the pretended Errors of the 
Church as he had; ſo we may by the 
Principles of the Reformation trump 
up any Religion which we think 
ſquares with the Scripture, let it be ei- 
ther Arianiſm, Socinianiſm, Quakeriſm, 


or any other extravagant Opinion of | 


paſt Hereticks: Nay more, according 


to this Principle, it is impoſſible there 
ſhou'd be any ſuch thing as Hereſy, 
and conſequently the Church was in | 


the wrong for condemning Aris, 


 Neftorius, Macedonius, Eutyches, &&c. 


for Hereticks: theſe Perſons eſtabliſhing 


their Doctrines in Sckipture as well as 


you do. Becauſe this Principle of the 
Reformation admits of private Perſons 
picking and chuſing what Doctrine 


they think according to Scripture, and 


of rejecting vhat they think not. Now 

the Word Hæreſis, ab diglo eligo, ſigni- 

fies a Choice, and becauſe theſe Perſons 

did chuſe vhat Doctrines they our 
| an 
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and wou'd. not ſubmit to the Church, 
they were branded with the Infamy of 
an Heretick, i. e. a Chuſer. But, ac» 

| cording to the Principle of the Re- 
formation, the Name of an Heretick 
can't be an Infamy, becauſe it per- 


mits every one to chuſe vhich Do- 


Arine he pleaſes : and if any Bedy of 
= Men foou'd pretend to tye up other Per- 
| ſons to their Opinions, they cannot do 
it (as Chillingworth quoted by you 
| rightly obſerves) with coherence to their 
= own Grounds, nor require that Belief of 
| others, without moſt high Schiſmatical 
| Preſumption. Now this is moſt cer- 
tainly true; for if Luther, Calvin, Q. 
Eli. &. were free to make what 
choice they pleas d, then every body 
elſe had the ſame Pover, vhich can- 
not be taken away without deſtroying 
the firſt Principle of the Reforma- 
ieee 


From this Principle theſe Abſurdi- 


ties follow, Firſt, that there can be 


no 
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no ſuch thing as 3 ; Secondly, 
that there may be as many Religions WW hi 


as Men; Thirdly, that there is no or 


ſuch thing as Church Government; ¶ yc 
Fourthly, let my Religion be ever ſo op 
abſurd, provided that I think it is ac- ou 


cording to Scripture, I may profefs MW thi 
and publiſh it, and no Power can MW N. 
juſtly call me to an Account for it; At 


Fifthly, that by this Rule you can nei- | 

ther condemn none of our Doctrines, Ou 
nor thoſe of your Diſſenters juſtly, and an: 
conſequently the perſecuting of us for WM gre 


them is very unjuſt : For why ſhou'd Ml ſen 


you perſecute any one for — a Ten 
Principle vhich is the Fundamental 
of the Reformation? Now anſwer 
me theſe Abſurdities, and then you 
vill anſwer my Letters, and to the 
purpole. 
The only Anſwer I find in all your 
14 to this matter is, 
Firſt, that every Man that is a Ko 
ver Fl Truth ought to oppoſe Error 
wherever 


0. 


eV 
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| avhereever he ſees it. Right: but let 


him take ſpecial Care that he does not 
oppoſe Truth inſtead of Error. But 
you reply, that the Reformers only 


{ oppoſed and corrected the Errors of 
| our Church. To this I anſwer, that 
this is a precarious petitio principii. 
Next, that I have ſhewed already the 
Abſurdity of ſuch a Pretext. 


The Second, is, theſe Words of yours, 


our Reformation under Edward VI, 
and & Eliz. was orderd with the 
| greateſt Decency and the univerſal Con- 
ſent of the Prince, Lords Spiritual and 
| Temporal, with the Repreſentatives of 
the whole Body of the People, as learn- 


ed, a freer Body, and more univerſal 


than the Synod. of Trent. To this I 
firſt anſwer, that if this Prince, Lords 
Spiritual and Temporal, with the Re- 
preſentatives, ſhould become Quakers 
or Jews, and they eſtabliſh a new Re- 
ligion by Law, with Order and De- 
| cency, vou d This make it a true Re- 


ligion 


«2 
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ligion and valid? and wou'd the Sub- 

eds be obliged to be of it? If it wou'd i 
not, then certainly yours vou d not be 
obligatory; for you have nothing elſe 
for yours but Laws made by them, 
therefore in all your Edicts and Acts 


of Parliaments, you ſay the Proteſtant 
Religion eſtabiſh'd by Law, fo that if Þ 
the Power of the Nation falls into the 
Hands either of the Presbyterians, 
Quakers, Independants, or of any o- 
ther Sect, and it is pleaſed to change 

the Religion eſtabliſh'd by Law, and 
receiv d by the whole Nation, (as they [| 
have done once already) and to eſta- | 
bliſn another by their new Laws; that 
the old Religion becomes then null, Þ 
and the new one good: You will re- 
ply, provided that they only reform | 
the Errors as you did; but This is ſtill 
degging the Queſtion; for you will 
Have what we call Truths to be Er- 
vors, and you will be Judges of it, or 
it lealt you will have your Prince, 
— your 
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your Lords Spiritual and Temporal, 
vith the Houſe of Commons, to be 
ö . e it, and at the bottom you will 
have every private honeſt Man to judge 
vhether they are in the Right; and if 
any honeſt Man ſees them not in the 
Right, he might and ought to oppoſe 
their Errors: Now what a Medley and 
& Confuſion of Power and no Power, of 
= Government and Anarchy is here at 
the ſame time? Either the Catholick 
Church is an Hierarchy, or it is not: 
If it is not, then every one may be- 
lieve vhat he pleaſes; if it be, chen it 
© muſt have Perſons to govern, and 
it they muſt have an Authority to com- 
mand others to obey and believe them, 
or elſe there can be no Government: 
If they have this Power, then thoſe 
vho are Subjects to this Church, ſuch 
as Luther and Calvin, &c. were, are 
Rebels in refuſing to hear and obey 
the Governours of this Church; not- 
vithſtanding all their ſpecious Pretexts 
of Errors and Superſtitions, I than't 
, 1 : con- 


Rep 
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concern my ſelf with humane Tradi- Ch 
tions, nor decrying the Scriptures, as MM... 
being Accuſations that don't concern i 
us; neither do we believe, that the 
bare Aſſociating our ſelves to any Bo- 
dy of Men, without the Practice of 
good Works, will fave us; no, we be-“ 
lieve no ſuch Doctrine; har vc and 4 
all Learned Proteſtants * that n 
out of the true Church of God there 
is no Salvation, notwithſtanding that 
the Perſon leads a good Moral Life. |: 
I ſee very well that you bring all thoſe | 
that profeſs themſelves to be Chriſti | 
ans into the Catholick Church, pro and 
feſſing Latitudinariſm, the Abſurdity of 4 
which you have ſeen or may at ea rd 
ſee in Sachewerell 's Sermon, pag. 16.17. had 
Your alledging that Sin and Error egit 
have been from Adam, is nothing ro the 
point; for I never denied it: But to tion 
inter from thence, therefore God's ¶ plicat. 
Church has erred, I deny the Conſe- Fbſolo 
quence. Four inferring Fam the Fews he © 
ond Tao 
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IChurch failing (which never did) to 
the Catholick, vill not hold; becauſe 
Jour Church is Eſtabliſhed on better 
Promiſes as St. Paul tells us, Heb. 8. 


. 6. Your applying our Saviour's Re- 
cr Pcb to the Jews boaſting of their 
1 I being lineally deſcended from Abra- 
n 


ham, does not concern us, for we don't 
prend to be ſaved, merely becauſe 
we are Roman Catholicks, abſtracted- 
My from Good Works, as the Fews 
| i for being deſcended from Abra- 
Fou tell me that you doh t under- 
ſtand the meaning of my Queſtion, 
ou we prove the 5 cripture to be the 
| Vd of God, and what warrant we 
Bhave for its being truly tranſlated, un- 
els it be to depreciate the Word of God. 
N think that the meaning of this Que- 
ſtion is ſo plain, that it Ins no Ex- 
plication: For does it not ſhew the 
abſolute neceſſity of the Teſtimony of 
Bl Catholick Church for it, and that 
<> | ; 1. +” ro 
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to deſtroy the Authority of the Church, Int 
is to deſtroy the e of the Bi. the 
ble 2 St. Auguſtin thouglit fo, when he 
ſaid non ere derem Evangelio niſi m7 
commoveret Eccleſiæ autoritas, and ſo an 
did other Proteſtants whom 1 have of 
cited in my other Letters; tho you cta 
and Dr. Srilling fleet may hope to evade anc 
2 pertinent Queſtion, by ſlubbring it Chi 
over with ſuch a Gloſs. can 

Now to avoid the further cavilliny F 
about the Roman Catholick Church! 
and to give a finiſhing ſtroke to al 
Diſputes about particular Doctrines, inf? 1 
which we differ; let me endeavou 
once more to ſhew you which is the f 
Catholick Church, ſince we are bod 
agreed that the Gates of Hell ſhouk 
never prevail againſt it, and ſince tha 
the Holy Ghoſt was ſent to direct i 
in all Truth, ſo that it cou'd neitheÞ 
admit nor teach any Errors. Yo 
confeſs as well as I — that theſe Pro] Chri 
miſes of Protection (which includ othe 

 Infallibility ; 


— — — 3 * _ 
CY : r 


valle ) be han 1 to the Ca- 

b fry Or | Univerſl Chaiſtian Church, 
7 and not to any particular Church. 
Nov i affirm that this Catholick Chriſti- 
of an Church, muſt be either ours alone, 
ave] or yours alone, or ſome of your Se 
* ctary s Churches alone, or UG ours 
ade and yours together, with all other 
; u Churches which profeſs Chriſt: But it 
| can't be either yours ſeparately, or any 
ling your Sectary's, for the Reaſon which 
rch 1 gave you in my laſt, where I pro- 
> all | poled this very Queſtion ; neither can 
s, in it be ours and yours with all other 
ou Churches which profeſs Chriſt, which 
] 1 is what you vou d be at; becauſe the 

| |; | Catholick Church is bat Se „that is, 
it hath but one Faith; but ours and 
bone and their Church can't conſtie 
| tute the Catholick Church; ſince there- 
Ie that neither yours dens nor o- 
vol ther Sectaries alone, which profels 
| Chriſt, nor ours and yours joyned with 
aher Churches of the Sectaries can 
; Fs. con- 


7 


conſtitute the Catholick Church; 
does neceſſarily follow, that it cul d 
be ours alone, or elſe that the Church = 
of God has failed, which can't be: | 
You will anſwer me, that this Unity in 
believing | Chriſt to be the Meſſiah, > 
and in believing the Apoſtle's Creed,, 
which all Chriſtian Churches do, is a. 
ſufficient Unity to conſtitute the Uni- be 
verſal or Catholick Church, and that. . 
4 Unity in other points of Doctrine 
are not at all requiſite; I ſee plainly, 5 
that this principle of; the, Latitadins: 
rians is what you declare for; but] 
Sacheverell having ſufficiently ſhewedÞ 
the Abſurdity of this Principle, I .thallÞ 
only ask you by what place of Scrip- 
ture (Which alone is your Rule of 
Faith) do you prove t that this is ſuffi $ 
ent? Or as 1 have alrcady faid, how 
do you prove by Scripture, that i it 5 
neceſſary to believe the Creed. I 
know that there are very few Articles 
in it, which haye not been denied by 
ſome 
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ſome Hereticks, at one time or o- 


cher, tho” they pretended to prove 


Vhat they aſſerted by Scripture, and 


"7 cho' you may pretend that all the Ar- 


£ ticles of the Creed are evidently in 
Scripture, I will here give you an in- 
ſtance of the Inſufficiency of your 


*F7 Unity, and ſhew that cho' one ſhou'd 


believe in Chriſt, - and believe the 
Creed, practiſing all Moral Virttes, 
yet this wou'd not be ſufficient for 
© Salvation: An Anabaptiſt believes in 
'Þ Chriſt, and believes the Creed; but 
you can't nor will not fay that he can 
be ſaved without Baptiſm; ſo that 
from hence you may plainly ſee, how 
defective this Scheme of Faith is. 

I do admire that a Man of your 


3 Wy Learning and Capacity, who 


intends not to pin his Faith up— 
on any Man's Sleeve, ſnou'd not ex- 
amine the Fathers, and ſee which 
Vas the good old Religion, and not 
; depend upon the Veracity of your 
: 1: 4 Con- 


tee 
3 
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Controvertiſts, who don't ſtick to 
wrandgrels the Limits of Truth in their 
Citation of the Fathers; can there be 
any thing more notorioully falſe than 
the Words of - Chillingworth, cited by 
you; 1 ſee plainly, and with my i 
Eyes, Councils againſt Councils (if he 
means General Councils, it is falſe) 
4 Conſent of Fathers of one Age, a- b 
gaiuſt 2 Conſent of Fathers of ano. -- 
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ther Age; the Church of 
gainſt the Church of anather Age. If! 


cou d find what he faid here to be 
true, 1 wou'd ſoon diſcard all Revealed Þ 


Religion, and wou'd turn Deiſt; for 
I don't ſee any Argument that can 
be more for a Deiſt's putpoſe than 
this, and if the Truth were known 
he was one in Maſquerade; for a 
Confirmation of which I can give 
you a very good Teſtimony, that at 
the bottom he vas ſuch, notwithſtand- 
ing his Book which he writ againſt 
us; Chillingworth having an intimate 
1 Friend- 
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Friendſhip with the Gentleman of the 
Horſe to the Grandfather- (as I think) 
of the preſent Lord Mountague of Cone 


(who hearing all the World extolling 
chilling worth for his great Learning, 


and particularly in Controverſy) as a 


true and ſincere Friend to tell him 
his Opinion freely and candidly, 


vhich was the true Religion; to which 


he anſwered in ſhort, that he ſhou'd 


keep to the Religion in which he was | 


(which was the Roman Catholick) for 
if there were any Religion, that it vas 
the Right; and that if there were none, 
that the worſt that cou d happen to 
him was but fo much Pains loſt. 1 
don't ſay that theſe are the Wordsof 
his Letter, but -1-remember that they 
were much to this purpoſe. Now it 
is plain by this Letter (which I don't 
doubt but that you will ſay it is feigned) 


t chat this great Champion of your Re- 
| ligion was but a Sceptick in Religion 
_ 
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at the beſt, and what moſt of your 


greateſt Men are; for if they can be- 4 
lieve that ſo many Learned and Holy 
Men have been deceived for ſo many 


Ages in a Matter of this Conſequence, Þ* 
have they not reaſon to doubt, that 


theſe latter Ages have been deceived ſo 
too; and fo conſequently there muſt Þ 
be very little or no Security of the Cer- 
tainty of the Chriſtian Faith? For my 
part, I don't ſee what ſuch an . 
ment can drive at, but at the under- 
mining the Catholick Religion; for if 
it be true that Councils are againſt Coun- 
cils, a Conſent of Fathers of one Age 
againſt a Conſent of Fathers of another 
Age, as Chillingworth affirms, we can 
have no Security for the Truth of the] 
Faith, and nothing can give it ſuch a 
mortal Stab as it wou'd ; but thanks be 
ro God, that what he ſays is notori- Þ 
ouſly falſe, and therefore look your 
ſelf into the Fathers, and ſee where 
the Truth lies. For it will be but a 

poor 


W 8 
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poor Excuſe at the laſt Day to fay, 
that you truſted to Dr. Chillingworth, 
or Dr. Bull, and that you had not time 
to ſearch into the Fathers to find the 
| Truth; ſhould God then expoſtulae 
[ | the Caſe with you thus, Hou came 

vun to truſt your Controvertiſts * * Did 
© ever I promiſe them my Spirit to dirett 
” them? Or did I ever ſay, whoſoever 
| hears them hears me? No, 1 never 
made any fach Promiſe, either to them, 
or to you, or to any particular Perſon; 
but I did to my Church, whoſe Voice you 
refuſed to hear, hearing and believing 
her Apoſtates, or their Seflarift s, 70 her 
Prejudice : Had you but follow'd the 
Diftates of an unbyaſſed Reaſon, it muſt 
babe told you, that it is much more rea- 
ſonable to believe that one or two: Per- 
ſons may be deceived than Thouſands 
oon d, Suppoſing that I had not promi- 
ſed them my Protection: What anſwer 
wou'd. you, or coud you make in 
ſuch a Caſe 2 You 1 perchance 


anſwer, 
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anſwer, that you your ſelf ſaw plainly |” 
Doctrines which the Scripture con- 
demned evidently, ſuch as Purgatory, | 
Praying to the Saints, Tranſubſtanti- Þ* 
ation, c. May it not be anſwer d, 
chat it is very ſtrange that theſe D- 
Arines ſhould be condemned evidently Þ- 
by Scripture, and yer ſo many Holy 
 andLearned Men met in General Coun- 
icils to condemn Errors ſhould let theſe 
ps and even condemn thoſe particu- 
r Perſons who oppoſed them; there- 
fore you don't find theſe Doctrines con- 


demned by Scriptute, but you believe 
them to be ſuch, becauſe you have 
been taught ſo by Perſons, or their 
Sectaries, who have left God's 
Church to follow their own Fancies 
and Whims, from which may God of 
his infinite Mercy deliver every honeſt 


Man! 

This I writ at the Camp, where at 
preſent I am ; but how long, or where 
{ ſhall go next, I am totally in the 

IC Dark; 
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Dark; but let me be vhereſoever it 


ſhall pleaſe Providence, I ſhall always 
be, SI R, | ; 


Hour moſt Obedient, Humble Servant: 


And Aﬀettionate Brother, 
* | | | 
1710. 


WOOD. 


6 — 
* 


— — 


SIR, Ji in ies 


"Ours of the 14th of the laſt 
Month is come to my Hands, 


which I had anſwered ſooner had I not 


been prevented by Buſineſs. I perceive 
you are willing to put an end toour 
Diſpute, (and indeed ſo am I too) and 
have put me upon anſwering ſome Ob- 
jections which you call Abſurdities, 
flowing from my Principles, and then 
you Comfort me with the agreeable 
News, That then I ſhall have anſwer d 

. your 
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your Letter, and to the Purpoſe. [But | 
before Lenter upon this mighty Com- 
bat, give me leave, I beſeech you, to 
ſhew you how you have fallen into my 
Principles before you were aware; 


whence I obſerve how natural Truth 


is, when not perverted by Art. 

I have been contending all along, 
that a Man is to uſe his Underſtanding 
in working out his Salvation; that ac- 
cordingly he is to embrace Truth where- 
ever he finds it; that his private Judg- 


ment, at leaſt to himſelf, is to guide 


him in his Faith and Actions; wherein 
I acknowledge every Man ought, ac- 
cording to his Ability and Opportunity, 
to inform himſelf in the beſt Manner 
that he can, beſides Prayer to God for 
Illumination; and that the Scriptures 
of themſelves are the Rule of Faith, 


and ſufficient for Salvation; and that 


no Article of Faith by any Councils 
(lince that of the Apoſtles) or Traditi- 
on vhatſoever, ought to be impoſed 

on 
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on Mankind as Terms of Communi- 
on, that are not clearly mentioned in 
the Scripture, or evidently to be dedu- 
ced from thence; and that in this Caſe, e- 
very Man muſt judge at his Peril for him- 
© (elf; altho' if after a ſincere and honeſt 
= Enquiry after the Truth, a Man ſhould 
Z be miſtaken and embrace Error, I am 


EZ confident ſuch a Miſtake will not be fa- 


tal ro any of us in the judgment of an 


all-wiſe and merciful God; for why 


ſhould God give us Eyes to ſee, and 


Fars to hear, and a Heart to underſtand, 


if we were not to make uſe of them? 
Even in ſecking Knowledge at rhe 
Prieſt's Lips, we mult uſe our Under- 
ſanding to weigh what they ſay, and 


E not pur OUT Our OWN Eyes to ſee with 


theirs. Bur you, on the contrary, have 


: endeavoured to prove, that Wwe muſt 
give up our Underſtandings to the 


f Church, that this Church is the Roman 
Church ; that we muſt blindly follow 


Phat ſhe dictates; that when we have 


OC 


once found her out, Oh happy Men! 
We are then ſafe, for ſhe will guide us 
into all Truth. A very pretty Scheme! 

But now, Sir, ſee into what a Pit! 
you are fallen, and how you have 
blown up all theſe Maxims and Princi- 
ples by a Sentence or two, in the Let. 
ter you laſt honoured me with. In 
Page the firſt, you tell me, That the j 
Virtue of feeding the Hungry, Purity 
of Heart, and Meekneſs of Spirit, 
Sc. which I urged as Criteria, by 
which ve ſhall be judged at the Laſt 
Day, vill not fave us without a True 
Faith. I pray, Who ſaid they would? 
for I ſubjoyn'd Faith in God the Fa- 
ther, Son, and Holy Ghoſt, and the Þ 
Apoſtles Creed. You go further and 
fay, That without this true Faith ve 
cannot pleaſe God, and that the way to 
find our this true Faith, is to find our | 
the true Church, and that will teach us very 
infallibly. Now, I pray, Sir, how] her 
hall I find out this true Church ? Muſt J her 


I not 


LETTERS: &. 145 


I not read the Books of Controverſy 
3 that diſpute about the true ch 2 
N Y Muſt 1 not read both Sides of the 
: | Controverſy ? Muſt 1 not then judge 
and conſider, by the Strength and 
Force of the Arguments brought on 
each Side, which is in the Right, and 
© which in the Wrong > Muſt 5 not then 
judge for my ſelt, which Side to fol- 


low: Is not this ſetting up private 


my ſelf how to find out the Church, 
. rely may judge whether ſhe that 
F | pretends to be the true Church, is the 
uue Church or no? To betieve ſhe is the 
Fa. © true Church, Excluſive of others, becauſe 
the | thecalls her ſelf fo, is no Argument to 


nd Þ one that is not of her Communion. 


we lf you ſhou'd hear a lewd Woman in 


to virtuous Company brag of her Cha- 


ut ſtity, declaim againſt Uncleanneſs in a 
us very warm manner; wou'd you think 
ow || her ever the more Chaſte, who knew 
alt | her well before? Certainly no. Well 


10t > - _ thans 


rit, N judgment: ? And if I muſt judge for 
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then: Your calling the Church of 
Rome the true Church, does not prove fl 5 
her ſo; and if I may, and muſt uſe ; 
my Underſtanding to find out the true 5 
Church, I do find by my Un- 
derſtanding that yours is but a part 
of the true Church, and not the true 7 
Church excluſive of others, but a cor- „ 
rupt part of it. Had youthoroughly 
weighed the two Notions of the Word 
Church, - which 1 mentioned in my 
firſt, this Enquiry of finding out the 
true Church had been at an end. 
Nov as to the matter of Faith, let | Pair 
me ſay. a Word or two. I do agree Goc 
great Ning are ſaid of 0 in the Obe 
Scripture, eſpecially by the Author to mut 
n the Hebrews, whole Heroes in I Divi 
his xth Chap. which he 47 
enumerates, did great things by Faith; Þ pleaſ 
that is, by believing in God, and loving] the! 
his Majeſty, which Faith and Love muſt 
produced in them acceptable Works; , | 
| 1 acceptable Works were the FR | bis 
45 0 3 
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noved with Fear prepared an 
| | Ark, &c. The other Signification of 
Faith is the doing of ſomewhat which 
| God commands, upon a Principle of 
ü Obedience to his Majeſty, and which 
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; F: Faith: Now Faith, by this Author, 
the one, an 
entire Credit and Belief, Truſt and 
z E Confidence in God's Promiſes or Aſ- 


n. 7 ſertions, be it from a Principle of | 


art Love, or Fear, or Belief of his Vera- 
rue BY city, e. g. through Faith we 
umderſtand that the Worlds 
| were framed by the Word of God, &c. 
by Faith Noah, being warned of God 


- | of things not ſeen as yet, _ 


Significations; 


. Ver. 2. 


ver. 7. 


muſt take in the entire Belief of the 


Divine Exiſtence. Wherefore tis ſaid, 
| without Faith tis impoſſible to I 
| pleaſe God : 


Then follows 


the Reaſon ; for he that comes to God 
| muſt believe that he is, and that he is 
| a Rewarder of them, that diligently ſeek 


| him. 


No before the Law the World 
being 


K 2 
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being very wicked, and given to J- 
dolatry, Firſt, to believe in the true 


God was rare and very acceptable ro Þ 


his Majeſty: Secondly, the doing of 
Actions by the Light of Nature as 
Acts of 3 to God, as per- 
* the Moral Law; or upon 
a poſitive inſtitution, by Revelation, 


as the caſe of Abraham in the Act of 


Oircumciſion, leaving his Native Coun- 
try, offering up his Son, &. Thele 
vere Actions ſtill more acceptable to 
God, as not only believing the Ex- 
iſtence of the Divine Nature, but o- 
beying his Majeity as a Creature 
ought to his Creator. Then as to Faith, 
under the Goſpel Diſpenſation, great 
things are ſaid of it, both in the Goſ- 
pels and Epiſtles, as, by Faith one may 
remove Mountains intothe 
| Sea, &c. a Man it juſti- 
Rom. z. us. fied by Faith without the 
Deeds of the Law, &c. and in infinite 
other places, which in your concor- 


dance 


Mark 11. L. 23. 
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dance (to which I refer you) you may 
J cabiy ſe. 


Now Faith in the Goſpel Senſe, is 


: much the ſame as under the Law : 
| For as under the Law it is ſaid, | 
the Fuſt foil live by Faith, {3 
E foiris laid under the Goſpel | 
that Men are ſandified by : 
Faith, &c. But our Faith under the 
Goſpel is ſomewhar enlarged to what 
it was under the Law: They had not 
ſo explicit a Belicf of our Saviour 
before his coming as to his Birth, the 
Union of the Divine and Humane 
Nature, his Paſſion, Reſurrection, and 
Aſcenſion, as we have ſince his coming. 


4 266 18. 


Now ſince God has done ſo great an 
Act for Mankind as to ſend his own 
Son Conſubſtantial with the Father to 


| aſſume our Nature, meanly to be born, 


pootly to live, and to illuminate Man- 
kind with greater Meaſures of Know- - 
ledge of God and Eternal. Life than 
ever was before done by all the Pro- 
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phets and Philoſophers put together, 
and at laſt to dye for the Sins of the 
World, and to give ſuch Evidence of 


his Divine Power by ſuch Miracles 
as no Man before ever did, accompa- 
nied with a moſt Holy Life, and giv- 


ing Inſtitutions of infinite Excellency 
and Goodneſs: When God the Father 
had ſet his Seal (if I may ſo ſay) on his 
Son our Lord, as undoubted Creden- 
tials of his Divine Miſhon; not to 
believe this Perſon ſo ſent and acting, 
tends to overthrow the Oeconomy of 
God in his Moral Government of 
the World, and to ſtifle the greateſt 


Act of Love that ever God exhibited 


to the Children of Men; 1 had al- 
moſt ſaid, that ever cou d. As to re- 
jet God our Saviour by Disbelief, 


thus coming to redeem us, when ſuf- 


ficiently revealed, mult be the higheſt 


Act of Ingratitude, and the greateſt 
Sin in the World; ſo believing firmly 
in this Jeſus our Lord, muſt produce 


In 


8 
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; in Mankind ſuch a Love to his Ma- 
4 5 ſuch a Gratitude, ſuch an O- 


bedience, ſuch a Truſt and ſuch a 


| | Confidence, ſuch a Conſtellation of 
E Chriſtian Virtues as vill ſanctiſie our 
Nature, and render us acceptable to 
the Divine Being: Theſe things be- 
ing granted, we need 0 wonder at 
the glorious things ſaid of a true 
'F Faith or ſaving Faith, i. e. Faith pro- 
ductive of the Works I have ſpoken 
of? for the Devils believe 
j and tremble. 


James 2. 1 9. 


But what has this Faith 0 glorious to 
do wich the Creed of Pope Pius the IVth, 
vhich enjoyns many things to be believ- 
ed which the Holy Apoſtles never 


taught, the enpenres are ſilent in, and 


| | noMan on Earth hath Power to Wa 
And fo much for Faith, - © 


Now to your ObjeQions. 

Hrſt, that according to my Prin- 
ciples there can be no ſuch thing as 
Hereſy; for that we Proteſtants al- 

K 4 | low 
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= 3 to judge of Eu 8 as 
they pleaſe; in Oppolition to which 
you enjoyn the Members of your 
urch to believe what, your Church 
reaches, i. e. by your Meaning, what 


the Prieſts tell them, and the Synod of : 


Trent hath defined, ec. your 
Creed of Pope Pius the IVth, added 
to that of the Nicene, your twenty 
fourth Article in Engliſs runs thus: 
I do alſo without the leaſt doubt receive 


and prof, eſs all other things which y 
have been delivered, defined and declar- Þ 


ed by the Sacred Canons, and  Oecu- 
menical Councils, and eſpecially by the 
Holy Synod. of Trent, and all things 
contrary thereunto, and all Hereſres 
whatſoever condemned, rejected and A- 


 nathematized by the Church, I do like- 


wiſe condemn, rejett and Anathematixe: 


This true Catholick Faith, without which 
o Man can be ſaved, which at this 
time I freely profeſs and truly embrace, 
I vill be 3 (by the help of God) 
that the ſame be retained and firmly 


pro- 
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profeſſed whole and inviolate as long as 
I live, &. > 6 

I confeſs that the Clergy of all 
Churches are very fond of their own 
Sentiments,very free of their Anathe- 
ma's, and are apt to aſſume a ſort of 
Infallibility, by calling their own 
Tenets and Doctrines Holy and O- 
thodox, and that of other Churches 
different from theirs, Hereſie, and 
Heterodox. But being not attached 
to any Party of Chriſtians, but a 


Lover of Truth, the whole Chriſtian 


People and all Mankind, give me 
leave to give you my Thoughts here- 
on. Firlt, 1 ſay, that © no Man can 
e believe upon Rational Grounds and 
{© Underſtanding, what he pleaſes, but 
he mult believe or disbelieve, ac- 
cording. as the Object of Faith 
propoſed to him brings with it a 
more or leſs clear Evidence of Con- 
« viction. If the Object of Faith 
« carries with it a ſtrong and clear 


© Evidence of Conviction, an honeſt 
« Man 


* 


oY 


« 


c 


* 
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« Man believes firmly, and acts ſui. 
ce tably to ſuch Belief; if the Evi. 
cc. der be faint, he doubts and wa-. 
& vers in his Actions: If not at all 
& evident, he totally rejects it. 
Nov 1 wou'd fain know, what 
Faith or even degree of Aſſent a 
Romaniſt can give to thoſe things 
which have been delivered, defined and 
declared by General Councils; whoſe 
Subject matter not one in a Million 
of your Church has ever ſo much a; 
* of? And yet the Paſtors of your 
Church rye the poor Flock to 16 ̃ 
Repetition of a Creed, wherein they 2 of 
curſe they know not whom, they nar 
know not why; nay, they curſe them- cute 
ſelves; for they Anathematize all He- few 
reſies, (i. e. the Perſons that profels 
the ſame, for they don't curſe Words) mac 
condemned by the Church; for 1 !cfa 
doubt not but divers of your Church ten 
embrace ſome Opinions contrary to Ron 
ſome Definition or other of your | mun 
ill 30 5 | the 


1 

1 ? 7 Es 

2 5 

" . 5 
* 


ol the Sacraments and a Holy 
But the Popiſh Creeds, to a wile 
and honeſt Man ſo unreaſonable, that 
| they are worſe than the Ten Perſe- 
| cutions. Why thou'd your Terms of 
} Communion be ſtraiter now, than 
in our Saviour's time, when on Earth? 
hut this large Faith, or rather Credu- 
lity, that you require, puts me in mind 
ol an Iriſb Papiſt, that was an ordi- 
| nary ignorant Fellow, and was exe- 
| cuted for ſome Notorious Crimes a 
| few Years ſince, who by the help (I 
| ſuppole) of ſome wiſe Popiſh Prieſt, 
made Confeſſion of his Falch (as Ma- 
lefactors at the time of Execution of- 
ten do) to this effect, That he was a 
Roman Catholic, and dyed in the Com- 
| munion of that Church, and believed as 
the Catbolick Church ever did believe, 
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| Happy were thoſe Chriſtians that 
lied in our Saviour's days, and even 
under the ten Perſecutions! For their e 
Faith was only in the Father, Son and 
Holy Ghoſt; and their Practice, the uſe 


Life: 


NOW 


now doth believe, or ever ſhall beliewe. 
He was reſolved not to be damned for 
not belicving enough. | 

No ſuppoſe a Man ſhou'd have 
ſome Heterodox Opinions, as that 


of a Millenarian, or that we thou'd 


have the fame Friendſhips in the next 
Life as in this, Sc. Why ſhou'd theſe 
and twenty ſuch Innocent Opinions 
hinder Church Communion, and join- 
ing in Prayer together? As for the 
Word Hereſy, anciently, even with the 
Learned, it had a good Senſe, for it 
ſignified no more than to adhere to 
an Opinion one had choſe; but your 
Church has branded that Word with 
Reproach. 8 
And whatever Sentiments Men have 
in Matters of Religion, differing from 


what ſome Councils have condemned; 


thoſe Opinions you call Hereſie, and 
the Perſons Hereticks ; by which Rule 
many Perſons are Hereticks now, that 
vere not ſo fiftcen hundred Years ago: 

ans Your 
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| Your Church may delight in giving 


Wa 


joyn in Prayer with an Arian, who 


| contends only, pro puncto Temporis in 


hard Names; 1 envy you not the 
| Pleaſure : But I think that Hereſie is 
more properly an Act of the Will, 
chan of one's Judgment, and therefore 
to condemn Mͤen to the Fire for 
chinking amiſs (unleſs in the Caſe of 
| Blaſphemy) in Matters of Religion, is 


the moſt unreaſonable and cruel Thing 
in the World: For my part, I cou d 


quo Filius non erat: For what have Ito 
do with his erroneous Opinion? 
Your next Exception, or Abſurdity, 
as you call it, is that on my Princi- 
ples, There may be as many Religions 


| as Men; this I deny; for if ten, or 
a hundred Men believe in Father, Son, 
and Holy Ghoſt, that the Scriptures 


are the Word of God, and ſufficient 
for Salvation, c. tho they may dif- 
fer touching Free- will, Predeſtination 
in the rigid Senſe, God's Preſcience of 


future 


Hoe 9 2 4 N moor h. 
Points in School Divinity; yet they for 
may all be good Chriſtians, be of one ”) © 
Religion, joyn in Prayer together, and ot 
go to Heaven, notwithſtanding ſuch ÞM © 
Differences in Opinion. ind 
Thirdly, Your third Exception is, 1 . 
Thar there is no ſuch Thing as Church | 
Government. This likewiſe is a Miſ. he 
take; for tho I agree it is neceſſary | Pul 
as to Church Government, that there n 
ſhould be a Unity of Doctrine in a . 
National Church, yet there can be no far 
neceſſity to ſubſcribe to Articles of if | 
Faith or Diſcipline, by any but the 
Paſtors that are to teach, who- -ought Ad 
to preach the ſame Doctrine, other the 
wile Confuſion would follow. chi 
Fourthly, Let my Religion be ever obl 
„ abſurd, provided that I think it is las 
according to Scripture, I may profeſs || 
and publiſh it, and no Power can juſily | . 
call me to an Account for . | ſup- N ſuc 
poſe you had 1 not my Letter by you | 
when | | tha 


: indeed, 
to embrace Truch wherever he finds 
it, and decently co oppoſe Error where | 
| he ſees it: But I have faid nothing, of 
| Publiſhing, a Man's Religion, or that 
no Power can juſtly call one to ac- 
| count for it that does publiſh it: How 
| far a Chriſtian of the Reform'd Church, 
| if he were in a Popiſh Country, and 
ſeeing and hearing the Invocation and 
Adoration: of the Virgin Mary, and 
the Adcration of the Hoſt, which he 
thinks Idolatrous, ſhou' d think himſelf 
oblig d to expoſe thoſe Errors, I muſt 
leave to his Prudence and Chriſtian 
Courage; bur 1 mult freely own to 
you, if the Government ſhould put 
| ſuch a one to Death for ſo doing, I 
| think he would die a better Martyr 
chan many in your Martyrology. 
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| when you put dovn this Abſurdity, 
for 1 have in none of my Letters car- 
| ry'd it ſo far; nor can any Inference 
| or. Concluſion from what I have ſaid 
extend to this Abſurdity. 1 have ſaid 


159 


honeſt Man ought 


that every 


Faſthly, 


2 


TPeifthly. Your fifth Exception is, 
That by this Rule we can neither con- 
demn any of your Doftrines, or thoſe of 
the Diſſenters juſily, and conſequently 
the perſecuting of Papiſts for them is 
very unjuſt: For why ſhon!d we per ſe. 
cute any for following a Principle that 
is fundamental of the Reformation ? 
To which I anſwer, That to condemn 
a Dodtrine, and to perſecute Perfons 
that profeſs ſuch Doctrine, are too 
diſtinct Propoſitions : The latter does 
not always follow the former ; our 
Univerſities do condemn Doctrines, 
but they do not pretend to proſecute 
the Profeſſors or Publiſhers of the ſame, 
and the Government ſeldom goes fur- 
ther. And as for the Proſecution of 
any Diſſenters from the Church of 
England, on the account of a Diver- 
ſity of Opinion from our Eſtabliſh'd 
Church's Doctrine, or not coming to 
our Churches; nothing of that ſort 
has been done ſince the Death of King 
Charles the Ild, yet the Government 
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has taken care of Divine Worſhip, by 
| requiring that all Perſons ſhall every 
Lord's Day come to our Church, or 
to ſome Religious Meetings approve . 
| cd of by our Laws. 
But I think there is a great Diffe- 
E rence between the Government in- 
dulging our Proteſtant Diſſenters, and 
| the Popi/h Diſſenters; for firſt, very 
| few of them differ from us in Points 
of Doctrine, which you of the Church 
| of Rome do even in Fundamentals; 
| they differ from us generally only in 
| Diſcipline, and are not for Liturgies : 
ure WW Secondly, they diſown as well as we all 
ne, foreign Eccleſiaſtical Power, and reſt in 
ur- W the Supremacy of the Queen, in all mat- 
of ters Sacred as well as Civil; but Papiſts 
of acknowledge another Head in Spiri- 
er- tuals, and wou'd be for bringing in a 
ad Foreign Power in Eccleſiaſtical Mat- 
to ters, which wou'd tend to the Di- 
ort ſturbance of the State; and there- 
ng 15 L . 
nt b 
nas 


have fo done I ſhall have anſwered your 
Letter to the Purpoſe. hope, Sir, that 
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fore they are not permitted, not up- 
ona Religious, but a Political Reaſon, 

Fou challenged me in your laſt to 
anſwer the Five Abſurdities abovemen- 
tioned, and have declared that when | 


the Anſwers I have given you to them 
will be Satisfactory : Wherein they are 
deficient, if you pleaſe to let me knov, N yy. 
I will endeavour to ſupply them. oc 

The great Miſtakes which you Gen- ate 


tlemen of the Roman Communion are Goh 


in, I think conſiſts in theſe matters: IM Ord- 
Firſt, that you think it proper that I bec- 
there (hou'd be a judge of Controver I he 
ſies in the Church, to pur an end to 6, , 
all Diſputes; therefore you think there ¶ (14. 


is one: Secondly, as you affect an ab- 


ſolute Monarchy in the State, fo you 1 
think it neceſſary in the Church. Third-· 
ly, you wou'd oblige all Mankind to 
think _ believe alike, and that for I anotl 
nich nion 
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Unity fake, under pain of being con- 
demned for the damnable Sin of He- 
reſie. Fourthly, you oblige even the 
| Lairy to parrot over Creeds, to the 
| Words whereof tis morally impoſſible 
they can affix any Ideas; (beſides that of 
che Trinity.) The doing of which can 
be no more pleaſing to God, than if 
a Parrot ſhou'd pronounce ſo many 
| Words. Now theſe and many more 
| of your Tenets I humbly apprehend 
are quite wrong: Men are very ſhort- 
| lighted, and to think that God hath 
IS, ] ordered Matters after this manner, 
chat becauſe you fancy them proper ſo to be, 
ver W when we have no Warrant or Ground 
to for them in Holy Writ, is to make your 
here (cles wiſer than God. le” 
ab- f 
you 
ird. 
d to 
8 for 
Init) 


As to the firſt, had we the Meck- 
| neſs and Charity of the Primitive 
| Chriſtians, we thould bear with one 
| another in our Differences of Opi- 
nion, and not break Communion 
| Ls 1 for 
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for it; and then there wou'd be no il ® 
need of a Judge of Controverſies. iſ tl 
15 Beſides, thoſe Men who are lo warm | d 


as to broach new Opinions, and are \ 
for impoſing them on others, may be C 
overcome by a Supreme Judicature * 
W 


paſſing Sentence thereon ; bur they are 
never a whit altered in their Judgment 
by ſuch a Determination, and will till 
whiſper their Opinions where they 
dare not ſpeak out. 


Secondly,” As 1 ſee no Warrant in 
Holy Writ for a Supremacy in the 
Apoſtles, neither do 1 fee any Reaſon 
for it in their Succeſſors. The Go- 
vernment of the Church does not re- 
quire it, as ve ſee in many well-go- 
verned Churches among the Reform- 


ed. 


PO; birdly, As there are different Com- 
plexions and Educations of Men, dit- 
ferent Prejudices and Notions impreſſed 
on 


ASAT" : 
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on Men's Minds when young; fo 


| there will be to the end of the World 


different Sentiments and Opinions in 
Men of the ſame Religion touching 
Caſuiſtical Points and School Divinity; 
and yet for all this Diverſity, and not- 
withſtanding this Difference of Opini- 
on in ſome Points, ſurely modeſt and 


3 humble Men (and ſuch ought all 


Chriſtians to be) may live in the 
Bands of Peace and Aﬀection, and 
unite together in the common Offices 
of Chriſtianity, viz. of adoring God 


in publick, in being uſeful to Man- 


kind, and promoting the Welfare of 
Humane Nature in general, and keep- 
ing our ſelves pure and unſpotted from 
the World. If one Chriſtian thinks 
the happy Soul departed ſleeps till the 
Day of Judgment, another that it 


| goes into a place of Eaſe, but not of 


Happineſs, a third that it goes into 
the higheſt degree of Glory, why 
3 ſhou' d 
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1 ſhou'd theſe and ſuch like Sentiments 
= make me ſeparate from the Commu- 
nion of Worihip with thoſe from whom 
I differ in ſuch Opinions? Did not 
the Sadducees, Phariſees and Eſſenes 
differ in their Opinions, and thar in 
1 matters of Subſtance, and yet joyn to- 
n gether in their Sacrifices and Adorati- 
wi ons of the Eternal? 


Fourthly, To what * is your 
clogging of Creeds upon Mankind: 
S.. Perer complained that the Yoke of 
ww the Jeu Law was very heavy, by 
1 reaſon of Circumciſion, Abſtinence 
WW: from divers Meats, and the Obligati- 


Ritual Law: Were he now alive, 1 


am perluaded he wou'd expunge all 
the Creeds but that called the Apoltles. 


the Chriſtian Religion had been left 
in the Simplicity and Purity, as it is 


expreſſed 


on of obſerving other parts of the 


Happy had it been for Chriſtians, if 


LETTERS, &c. 167 


expreſſed i in the Scripture, and not upon 
the condemning an Opinion we call 
Nereſie eſtabliſh a new Article of Faith, 
never before thought of, with a ne- 
| cellicy of believing it on pain of Dam- 
| nation; as: that in the Maſs, there is 
offered a true, proper and Propitia- 
tory Sacrifice for the Quick and Dead ; 

| chat in the Sacrament of the Eucha- 
| riſt, there is truly, really and ſubſtan- 
tially the Body and Blood together 
with the Soul and Divinity of our 
Lord Jeſus Chriſt; that the Saints 
rogether with Chriſt are to be Wor- 
ſhipped and Prayed ro ; that the Ro- 
nan Church is the Mother and 
| Miſtreſs of all Churches, &. Theſe 
may be called Opinions, but they 
ought not to be honoured with the 
Title of Articles of Faith. For the 
Exiftence of God, and his Veracity, 
and other Attributes, ſeem worthy on- 


ly to be the Objects of Humane Faith, 
L 4 accond- 


| [= ep to the import OP that Word 
in Holy Wric. 

"The ons the Divine Nature is 

a bold thing in Man: Who can tel 

the Number of the Stars, take the 


Height of Heaven, or Depth of the 


Sea? And ſhall we poor Animals 
pretend to deſcribe che infinite God, 
Creator of all theſe? Man, that can- 
not make a Fly, a Blade of Graf, 
or the meaneſt Mineral, that knows 
not how the Subſtance of a Joynt- 
Stool adheres together; hall he pre- 


tend to define, declare and determine 


the Eſſence of the Divine Majeſty, 
with an Anathema againſt all that 
preſume to contradict this Definition 
and Determination? 


Humane Nature! Let us lay our hands 


on our Mouths, and humble our ſelves 
in Duſt and Aſhes, and ſay we know 
nothing of God, but that he is good 


and 


O--1 mpudent 


n * Yor mar” 
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and gracious to us, and that we ought 

to Love his Majeſty better than Life 
it ſelf. 
| and me in the Ways that tend to E- 
| ternal Life, and let us love God, and 

love our Brethren, and walk in Hu- 
| mility and Meeknefs of Spirit before 
| the Eternal, and be aſſured we ſhall 
never miſcarry in this World, or in 
| that which is to come. 


I pray God illuminate you 


I thank you, Dear Sir, for the Trou- 


ble you have given your ſelf upon 
my Account. 
did it in Chriſtian Charity, for which 
| I ſhall always honour you. 
Light of the Goſpel ſhines too bright 
in my Eyes, not to ſee the Egyptian 
{ Darkneſs of Popiſh Error, Superſti- 
| tion, and Idolatry; for which Reaſon 
I ſhall dye a Martyr, rather than 
| embrace a Religion that is contrary 
to the Scriptures, my Reaſon, and 


I am perſuaded you 


Bur the 


my 


170 LETTERS, &c. 
my Senſation. Adieu, Dear Sir. ] 
am with great Reſpect, 


SIR, 
Tour moſt Afﬀettionate Brother 
and Humble Servant, 


Whit. Bulſtrode. 


POSTSCRIPT 


Sir, You accuſe me in your laſt 
of being a Latitudinarian, which I 
perceive you judge a great Fault in 
me. To which I give this Anſwer, 
that Man being made after the Di- 
vine Image, he comes neareſt to the 
Divine Original vho exerciſes Acts 

of Love and Charity to all Man- 
kind, nay to the whole Creation: 

For 
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For Cod exerciſes Acts of Love and 
Goodneſs ro the whole World; and 
he differs moſt from the Divine Pat- 
tern, who is ſo narrow-ſoul'd as to 
love only a Party of Men, and to 


ſhut up his Bowels of Compaſſion to 
the reſt. ; 
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ceives not the Weakneſs of the Principle 

| of the Reformation. pag. * 
Tt every private Perſon has as much Right to re 
form as Luther, Calvin, Hen. 8, ©. Eliz. » i 
the Parliament of England. # | 
If fo, there can be no Government in the Churd), 
and conſequently no Church, the Church being ay 
Hierarchy. ibid 
Luther ſenjbl he had no Authority for what he 
did, as appears by his own Words. quoted p.6 
2 berefore the Reformation ſtands upon a very ſandy 
Foundation, and the Re formers were in ile 


wrong. | | F* -7» . 
Mr. Bulftrode $ 1 ud Dr. Wood. 


That the Church of England has Scripture, bein 
the only true Rule of Faith, for her C redendi, 
and Agenda, which the Romaniſts have nit. 
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{4 HE Dr. wonders that Mr. Bulſtrode per. 
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mM Wood's Arguments reduced into two Logical” 

* Propoſitions. 
1. The Catholick Church is the Roman Church, 
. United under one Head, the Biſhop of Rome, 
2. The Riſhops and Paſtors of the Roman Church, 
/ United, can only Reform, or amend in mat 
ters of Religion. 
But the Church of England 8 not this Church, 
= therefore ſhe cannot Reform, or amend in matters 
„/ Religion, P. 12 
= The Major and Minor Propoſe tions both Oe 

alle. 3 
= The two Acceptations of the Word Church in 
= Ocripture. ibid. 
1. Two or Three Believers met together to ſerve 
= God. 

2. The Faithful diſperſed throughout the whole 
Earth, knit together in one Faith, _ our 
2 The Church 5 Rome only Part of the Chrifian 
Church, and that a corrupt Part. p. 14 
Every Man has a Right to oppoſe Error, where he 
F „ 
The Papiſis ſeparated from our Communion, and 

not we from theirs. 1 | p. 16 
That every Nation has power to Reform what is 
amiſs in Church or State. ibid. 
The preceding Argument reſolved into five Inferences 

or Concluſions, P. 17 
Firſt, That the Church of Rome, is not the Ca- 

tholitk Church excluſive of others, but only a 

Part of it. 

2. That every part of the Catholick Church may 

Reform he Abuſes and Errors crept into it, with- 

out ſtaying for the aber parts, GC, zal, 


CONTENTS. 


zah, That every private Man may and ought t 
Expoſe Error decently, where he ſees it. 

4thly, That every honeſt Man ought to embrace 
Truth, where-ever he finds it. 

5ihly, That the Scriptures are the only Rule of 
Faith, and that they. are 1 9 * Salva. 


14 

Dr. Wood's Girvan Letter to Mr. "EY ii 
That Catholicity both of time and place, is neceſſs- | 5 * 
u, to make a Church Catholick P. 20 Je 
Dat the Roman Church being the only one, that WW 5 


is Catholick, in both theſe Reſpetts, proves it to be 
the true Church. p. 22 
That no private Members of the Church have Au- 
thority to n it, upon pretence of Scripture. 


That the Scripture is not the only Rule of Faith - 

; Wi os ſeq, 8 

Refle&ions that depreciate the Authority of tbe 
Scripture. p. 27. & ſeq. MM 54, 


That all we have 1 do, is to find out the true 7; 
Church, and when found to believe her Doctrine, WM {+ 
even tho to us they ſeem contrary to Scripture. WW {7 


That the Roman Church is the only true Cabal 
Church. p. 3 
The foregoing Argume ats dra: Wn into a Seen 
9. & ſeq. 
Two Books recommended n the 3 on. 


P- 42 
Mr. 
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2 That the Roman Church is not the Catholick 
= Church. p- 47 
ie believe the Church of the 3 jr ſt Centuries, but 
= rejeft the Creed of Pope Pius 4, for the Ar- 
= zicles quoted. p. 47, 46. 
Mbich Articles not having any Being in the three 
= firſt Centuries, unjuſt in the Roman Church 10 
impoſe them now on Chriſtians. ibid. 
be ſame Perſons that ſettled the Canon, did not 
= give the Conſtruction of Scripture, the Romaniſts 
= now Profeſs. - + as 
= But if they had, private Judgment may be my 
2 ibid 
That the Gates of Hell ſhall not prevail againſt 
the Church: Not applicable to the Church of 
Rome; but to the Church in that Senſe of 


_ & ſeq. 
That the Paſſages of Ser ipture that contain Eu. 
comiums upon the Church, are not to be applied 
to the Roman Church, "bus the Univer/als in 
the ſenſe above. p Fo. & ſeq. 
Since private Judgment muſt be uſed to find out the 
true Church; why not to be made uſe of, to 
examine which ts her? p 3 
St. Paul not ſo Imperious in Commanding Aſent, as 
the Pope or Church of Rome. | ibid. 
The Folly of Traditions. p. 54 & leq. 
Of Pilgrimage. . p- FS 
Of FTIR dong. . 
Of 
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mau, in Praying in an unknown Ti ongue.p.76, 


Of Tranſubſtantiation p. 59 
The Defign of the Lord's Supper. p. 61, & ſeq, 
The Queſtion of 7 ranſubſtantiation ele 

p. 63 ſeq. 
The N Offence it gives to the Reaſon of — 
| p. 70, & ſeq. 


Dr. Mood's third Letter to Mr. Bulſtrode. 


That a Proteſtant has no Security, in the 7 ranſlas 17 


tions, or Copies of the Scripture. p-. 79 I The 
That we are not to rely on our Reaſon, preferably WW = 
to the Catholick Church. p. 8 ff 14 


Tradition to be made yu of, for interpreting Scri- WE S 


re. | ibid. . The 
The ſhorteſt way is 10 find out the True Church, ; 0 
and then follow her Diftates. p. 83, & ſeq. Au. 


De True Church, the Roman. p. 869 C 
The Authority of Interpreting & cripture is veſtedin The 


the Church only. p. 86, & ſeq. 7 


That "tis a Mi ſtake to think, that 1 Purity of ci 


the Church is to be judged of, by the Purity of WW _ 7 

its Doctrine, and the Purity of the Doctrine We 

by the Scriptures.” p. $8 Ci 
Obreftions raiſed from the Diverſity of Opinidns a- The 

mongſt Proteſtants. p. 99 
The Motives upon which Dr. W ood left the Chur 0 

of England. _ P- 102. & {eq. = D 


r. Bulſfirode's Anſwer to Dr. Wood's third ; The 
Letter. ; That 


The Errors of the Roman Church were expoſed, | an 
0 ſhew fre 7s not the True Church excluſive of © That 
others, C 


| The Dr $ 
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others, but a Corrupt Part of the True Church, 
Pp. 104. & ſeq. 
| The Scripture has not told us of any Viſible Head 
of the Church, nor promiſed to any Repreſenta- 
tive Body of Men, Infallibility; whoſe Deter- 
minations we are to believe, on Pain of Damna- 
tion. p. 106 
In the Scripture Senſe of the Werd— Church— the 
Clergy are not the Church, but the Paſtors of the 
Flock. p-. 197 


|: 8 The Abſurdity of a Majority of Number, making 


Articles of Faith. ibid. & ſeq. 


| | 4 Duotation from Chillingworth, to prove the 


Scripture to be the only Rule of Faith. p. 108 


Vie Church of the Jews, which was the true 


Church of God, erred groſſy p. 110. & ſeq. 


I | Antiquity and Univerſality ſenſeleſs Marks of the 


Church. p. III 
Queſtion; What Security we have in the 
Tranſlations of the Scripture, tends ts Depre- 
ciate the Authority of the Bible, in order to ſet 
up Traditions. p. 112 


Me are not to be ſaved, for being of this or that 


Communion. 


p. 113, & ſeq. 


| 27 be Marks and Evidences of our Salvation. 


p. 114. & ſeq. 
Dr. Hood's fourth Letter to Mr. Bulſtrode. 


| The Dr's Reſort to the True Church. p. 120 
; 89 51 good Works, without true Faith, will not 


| ſave us. That true Faith is only to be found 


in the True Church. P. IZE 
| That there is no Scripture for the Belief of the 
p. 121, 0 ep 

M ' Mankind 


Creed. 
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ae ste bet ieve hal they pleaſe, but 2. 
the Church enjoins. 


That all the Ancient Hereticks eſtabliſh 'd their Do 
- Arines upon Scripture. p. 124 
The five Abſurdities that follow from a Freedom 


given to every Man to judge for himſelf, fron 
Scripture. p 12y, & ſeq, 


Hhich five Abſurtitiets. when anſwer'd, the Dy. 


acknowledges, will anſwer all his Letters. p. 126 


The Church of England's Doctrine, Eſtabliſhed in 


the Sanctions W Acts of Parliament, which 
may turn out one Religion and introduce another, 


5 P. 128 
No Salvation out of the True Church: Notwith 
ſtanding good Works. P- 130 


To bring all that profeſs Chriſtianity into the Ca. 
tholick Church, is Latitudinariſm, the Abſurd: 
ry of which is proved by Sacheverel. ibid, 


That the Jewiſh Church never failed, and if it did 


the Catholick Church is Built pon better Pri. 
miſes. . 


That the Meaning of the Oneſtion, concerning Out 


Security of the Truth of Tranſlations of the Biblh 
75 plain. p. . 122 


That the Roman C burch, muſt be the Cathalit 


Church, or the Church of God has fail, 
p. 132. & ſeq, 


That Believing the ( Apoſtles) Creed, and profil 
fing Moral Virtues, not ſufficient for Salvation | 


without being of rhe True Church © p. 11f 
The Anabapriſts not in a State of Salvation, ac. 
cording to Dr. Wood. ibid, 
A Story to e that Chillingworth was of 1 


Religion at all. 8 p 19 
* + ff 
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An Exhortation to the Reading of the Fathers, and 
Counſels. p. 139, & ſe ſeq. 


Mr. e Anſwer to Dr. Ward's fourth 
Letter. 


The Dr. has fallen: into Proteflant Pr 1 by 
bidding us ſearch and find out the True Church, 
wherein every Man muſt uſe his private Judg- 


| ment P. 142, & leq. 
The two Significations of the IVord———Paith- 
according #0 Scripture. 146, 147 


P- 
| The Reaſon why Faith ſo highly mers by the 


Pen men of Holy Writ. 
p. 148, 140, 170, 151. 


But no Inference from thence to Jaſiy the Creed of 


ibid. 


Pope Pius the 4th. 


The 2 4th Article cited p- 142 
As to Tuch: No Man can believe upon rational 


Grounds, and underſtanding what he pleaſes, but 
be muſt believe or disbelieve, according as the 
Object of Faith propoſed to him, brings with it 
4 more or leſs clear Evidence of Conviftion. 


; P- 153 
| The Groſs Abfardity and Wickedneſs of the Church 


of Rome, in impoſing on the People to believe 
Canons and Counſels they know nothing of, and 
in Curſing one another. Pp. 174 


be Chriſtians under the Ten Perſecutions, were 


eaſier, than under the Roman Bondage. p. 1575 


| The Ridiculous Confeſſion of Faith, of @ Popiſh 


Criminal at his Execution. ibid. 
One may be ſaved, tho' he entertains ſome Hetero- 
dox Opinions; And ſuch Opinions ſhould not hin- 
der Church Communion, p. 156, _— 
be 
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and Papiſts. p. 161 
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